Brett Faultless
5-3-1 Assignment for Hollinger Chapter 9

Questions:

—_

One’s answer to the Christ-culture question affects which important issues?

2. According to the chapter, which church serves as the clearest expression of the Anabaptist
movement’s Christ against culture ethic?

3. In which typology is Jesus often seen as “the great reformer, philosopher, and educator
whose teaching and life are commensurate with the larger world”?

4. What is one of the primary strengths of the ‘Christ transformer of culture’ type?

5. Clement, a major proponent of Christ above culture, believed that the superiority of the
Christian world-view could be demonstrated through what?
Answers

1. Our expectations of society, our general stance toward society, whether or not we attempt to
change society, and what we draw from society in our attempts the preach the Gospel.

2. The Mennonite Church.

3. The Christ of culture type.

4. The understanding that faith is not something that merely affects individuals but also to

culture, society and its institutions.

5. Philosophy, which he believed served as a preparation for the Gospel and divine revelation.

Terms

Via negetiva: the elimination of temporal distractions, lying at the heart of the mystic experience
Simul justus et peculator: the state of being simultaneously just and sinful, a term used by
Luther.

Typology: a heuristic device intended to guide one through the maze of various thinkers and
movements.

Summary:

In chapter 9 Hollinger discusses the various ways that principles and foundations of Christian
ethics practically apply to a Christian’s interaction with their surrounding culture and society.
Using the typologies presented in Niebuhr’s Christ and Culture, Hollinger outlines the major
postures: Christ against Culture, Christ of Culture, Christ above Culture, Christ and Culture in
Paradox, and Christ Transformer of Culture. Each of the typologies have made contributions on
the matter of how Christians ought to interact with and seek to shape the world. Although we
will not realize the perfection of God’s design in this fallen world until Christ’s return, Hollinger
concludes that Christian’s are called not to withdraw from the world and it’s complexities, but
live holy lives that proclaim the Gospel.



