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Film Essay

"Just Mercy" is a powerful legal drama film that tells the story of Bryan Stevenson, a young lawyer who

fights to prove the innocence of a wrongfully convicted man on death row. The movie is based on the

memoir of the same name by Bryan Stevenson, and is directed by Destin Daniel Cretton. "Just Mercy"

raises important questions about systemic racism and injustice in the criminal justice system, and is a

thought-provoking and emotional film that inspires viewers to fight for social justice.

The movie follows Bryan Stevenson, a Harvard-educated lawyer who moves to Alabama in the late 1980s

to work on behalf of prisoners on death row. Stevenson meets Walter McMillian, a black man who has

been wrongfully convicted of the murder of a white woman and sentenced to death. Despite

overwhelming evidence of his innocence, McMillian is denied a fair trial and is on the brink of execution.

Stevenson and his team work tirelessly to exonerate McMillian and to expose the systemic racism and

corruption in the Alabama criminal justice system.

One of the key themes of "Just Mercy" is the pervasive nature of racism and injustice in the criminal

justice system. The movie highlights the ways in which black people and other people of color are

unfairly targeted by law enforcement and prosecutors, and are often denied fair trials and sentencing. The

movie also shows the devastating impact that wrongful convictions and harsh sentencing can have on

individuals, families, and communities. Through the character of Walter McMillian and his family, the
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movie illustrates the trauma and injustice that can result from a corrupt and broken criminal justice

system.

Another important theme of the movie is the power of hope, perseverance, and redemption. Despite the

overwhelming odds against them, Stevenson and his team refuse to give up on McMillian and on the

cause of justice. The movie shows how their tireless work and dedication ultimately pays off, and how

they are able to win McMillian's freedom and expose the injustice of his conviction. The movie also

highlights the importance of community support and solidarity in the fight for justice, and how individual

acts of kindness and compassion can make a difference in people's lives.

By telling the story of Walter McMillian and Bryan Stevenson, "Just Mercy" sheds light on the need for

systemic change and the importance of standing up for what is right, even in the face of overwhelming

opposition."Just Mercy" is its potential social impact and relevance. The movie raises important questions

about racism, injustice, and the criminal justice system, and may inspire viewers to become more aware of

these issues and to take action in their communities. Accuracy and Authenticity: Since the movie is based

on a true story, it is important to assess how well it captures the facts and experiences of the people

involved. This includes evaluating the accuracy of the legal procedures, the portrayal of the characters,

and the historical context. Another criteria is the Social Impact: The movie's potential social impact

should also be considered. It raises important questions about the criminal justice system, racism, and

injustice, and may inspire viewers to take action in their communities or advocate for change. The

relevance and importance of these issues should be evaluated.

In conclusion, "Just Mercy" is a powerful and thought-provoking movie that shines a light on the systemic

racism and injustice that exists within the criminal justice system. Through the story of Walter McMillian
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and Bryan Stevenson, the movie raises important questions about the fairness of our legal system and the

impact that wrongful convictions can have on individuals and their communities. At the same time, "Just

Mercy" also celebrates the power of hope, perseverance, and community, and shows how even in the face

of overwhelming opposition, it is possible to fight for justice and make a difference.

The movie's impact has been far-reaching, inspiring many viewers to take action in their communities and

to demand change in the criminal justice system. The movie has also received critical acclaim and

numerous award nominations, indicating its quality and importance as a piece of cinema. Overall, "Just

Mercy" is a deeply moving and thought-provoking movie that raises important questions about racism,

injustice, and the criminal justice system. The movie is a testament to the power of hope, perseverance,

and community, and inspires viewers to take action in the fight for social justice.


