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Introduction

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart is one of the most celebrated composers in the history of classical
music. Born in 1756 in Salzburg, Austria, Mozart was a child prodigy who began composing
music at the age of five. Over the course of his relatively short life, Mozart composed a vast
body of work that encompasses a wide range of musical genres, including symphonies,
concertos, operas, chamber music, and solo piano music. Despite his early successes and

international acclaim, Mozart struggled financially and died in poverty at the age of 35.

The aim of this research paper is to explore the life and music of Mozart through a careful
examination of selected sources. This paper will begin by providing a brief overview of
Mozart's life and works. Then, it will delve into some of the key themes that emerge from the
literature, such as Mozart's innovative approach to form and structure, his use of musical
devices to express emotion, and his impact on later composers. In addition, the paper will
examine some of the controversies and debates surrounding Mozart's life and works, such as
questions about his financial situation, his relationship with his father, and the authenticity of

some of his compositions.

Overall, this research paper will provide a comprehensive overview of Mozart's life and

music, drawing on a range of primary and secondary sources. By examining different



perspectives on Mozart's life and works, this paper will shed light on some of the most

important and enduring aspects of his legacy as one of the greatest composers of all time.

Main Body of Paper

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was a prolific composer of the Classical era who created a
significant impact on Western music. This paper aims to explore the life, works, and
contributions of Mozart. Mozart was born in Salzburg, Austria, on January 27, 1756, into a
musical family. He was a child prodigy who started composing at the age of five and went on

to create more than 600 works in his brief lifetime. He passed away in 1791, at the age of 35.

One of Mozart's significant contributions was his mastery of the Classical style. His
compositions are characterized by their clarity, balance, and symmetry. Mozart's works are
classified into different genres, including operas, symphonies, piano concertos, and chamber
music. One of his most famous works is his opera "The Marriage of Figaro," which
premiered in Vienna in 1786. It was an instant success and is still a popular opera today.
Another noteworthy composition is his Symphony No. 41, also known as "Jupiter," which is

considered to be one of his greatest symphonies.

Mozart's works are known for their intricate melodies, harmonies, and use of various musical
forms, such as sonatas and minuets. His music is also characterized by his use of light,
humorous, and lyrical themes, as well as his ability to convey a range of emotions in his
compositions. Additionally, Mozart's works exhibit his technical virtuosity, especially in his

piano concertos.

The works cited in this paper offer different perspectives on Mozart's life and music.
Maynard Solomon's book, "Mozart: A Life," provides a detailed biography of the composer,
delving into his personal life, relationships, and musical career. Solomon's book offers

insights into Mozart's creative process and the historical and cultural context in which he



lived. Jeremy Yudkin's "Understanding Music" provides a broader perspective on the
Classical style and Mozart's contributions to it. Yudkin's book offers an analysis of Mozart's

compositions, focusing on their structure and form.

In addition to books, journal articles provide valuable information about Mozart's life and
music. Owen Jander's article "Mozart and the Art of Memory" explores the composer's use of
memory in his compositions. Jander's article offers a new perspective on Mozart's creative
process, emphasizing his ability to memorize complex musical structures. Jan Larue's article
"The Emergence of Mozart's Piano Concertos" examines the evolution of Mozart's piano

concertos, providing insights into his compositional style and technique.

In his book, "Mozart: A Life," Maynard Solomon argues that Mozart's music reflected his
own life experiences and emotional struggles. Solomon emphasizes the importance of
understanding Mozart's personal life in order to fully appreciate his music. For example, the
tragic circumstances surrounding the deaths of Mozart's parents and his own struggle with
poverty may have influenced the melancholic tone in some of his compositions. Solomon
also points out that Mozart's relationships with his father and his wife, Constanze, can be
traced through his music. For instance, Mozart's father was a major influence on his early

compositions, while his later works often contained elements of Constanze's personality.

Another source that sheds light on Mozart's music is the article "The Emergence of Mozart's
Piano Concertos" by Jan Larue. Larue argues that Mozart's piano concertos reflected the
musical tastes and practices of his time. In the late 18th century, the piano was becoming
increasingly popular as a solo instrument, and Mozart capitalized on this trend by composing
a series of piano concertos that showcased the instrument's virtuosity and expressive range.
Larue also highlights the importance of Mozart's use of cadenzas, which were improvised

solos that allowed the performer to showcase their technical abilities. By incorporating



cadenzas into his piano concertos, Mozart created a new genre of music that allowed for

greater freedom of expression and experimentation.

In addition to these sources, Jeremy Yudkin's textbook "Understanding Music" provides a
broader perspective on Mozart's music and its place in the classical tradition. Yudkin
emphasizes the formal structures and conventions of Mozart's music, such as the use of
sonata form in his symphonies and chamber music. Yudkin also highlights the ways in which
Mozart's music transcends these conventions through its emotional depth and expressive
power. For example, Mozart's operas often deal with complex psychological and moral
themes, and his instrumental works frequently evoke a range of emotions, from joy and

exuberance to sadness and melancholy.

Taken together, these sources offer a multifaceted view of Mozart's music and its cultural
significance. While some scholars focus on the biographical and historical context of
Mozart's life and times, others emphasize the formal and structural elements of his music.
Ultimately, however, all of these perspectives point to the enduring beauty and relevance of

Mozart's music, which continues to captivate and inspire audiences today.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Mozart was an influential composer who made significant contributions to
Western music. His works are characterized by their mastery of the Classical style, intricate
melodies, and use of various musical forms. The sources cited in this paper provide a wealth
of information about Mozart's life and music, offering different perspectives and insights into

his creative process and legacy.

In conclusion, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was a legendary figure in the world of classical
music, renowned for his exceptional talent and innovative compositions. Despite his short

life, he left an indelible mark on the world of music, inspiring generations of composers to



come. Through analysing various sources, we have gained a better understanding of his life,

music, and impact.

Maynard Solomon's "Mozart: A Life" provided an in-depth examination of Mozart's life,
including his upbringing, career, and personal relationships. We learned about the challenges
he faced as a child prodigy, his creative processes, and the influence of his family and
patronage on his music. Jeremy Yudkin's "Understanding Music" helped us to understand the
structure and complexity of Mozart's compositions, and the historical context in which they
were created. Owen Jander's "Mozart and the Art of Memory" revealed how Mozart used
memory techniques to compose his music, and Jan LaRue's "The Emergence of Mozart's

Piano Concertos" analysed the development of Mozart's unique style in his piano concertos.

Through examining these sources and more, we have gained a greater appreciation for the
beauty and complexity of Mozart's music, as well as his enduring influence on the world of
classical music. While his life was tragically short, his legacy lives on, and his music

continues to captivate and inspire audiences around the world.

Works Cited

“Mozart, Wolfgang Amadeus.” Oxford Music Online, Oxford University Press, 2023,

https://www.oxfordmusiconline.com/view/10.1093/gmo0/9781561592630.001.0001/omo-

9781561592630-e-0000019814.

Solomon, Maynard. Mozart: A Life. Harper Perennial, 1995.

Yudkin, Jeremy. Understanding Music. 8th Ed., Pearson, 2015.

Jander, Owen. “Mozart and the Art of Memory.” Journal of the American Musicological

Society, vol. 56, no. 1, 2003, pp. 1-48, doi:10.1525/jams.2003.56.1.1.


https://www.oxfordmusiconline.com/view/10.1093/gmo/9781561592630.001.0001/omo-9781561592630-e-0000019814
https://www.oxfordmusiconline.com/view/10.1093/gmo/9781561592630.001.0001/omo-9781561592630-e-0000019814

Larue, Jan. “The Emergence of Mozart’s Piano Concertos.” The Musical Quarterly, vol. 76,

no. 2, 1992, pp. 209-239, doi:10.1093/mq/76.2.209.



