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Chapter 9: ESCHATOLOGY Jonathan Edwards and the Chinese Back to Jerusalem Movement

1: Summary of Chapter - Chapter 9 of Tennent's Theology in the Context of World Christianity 

"explores the vital link between eschatology and global missions in the thinking of Jonathan Edwards 

and the Back to Jerusalem Movement in China" (286). The author begins by asking a few questions 

about how various Christian denominations wrestle with the terms of Christ's return (). Additionally, 

the author focuses on how eschatology continues to shape the church’s theology of world 

evangelization. Specifically, how eschatology has influenced the popular “Back to Jerusalem” 

missionary initiative by various networks of house churches in China" (222). Furthermore, the author 

"Examines the Back to Jerusalem movement in China alongside the eschatology of Jonathan Edwards 

[the author of Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God] to model one of the major objectives of this 

book, namely, to foster an integrative approach to global theology" (223). "Edwards accepted the basic 

historicist hermeneutic in interpreting Revelation, which had been popular since the Reformation. This 

interpretation argues that Revelation is a book that describes world history leading to the final climax 

of the ages and the end of the world. The interpreter must demonstrate how the fantastic and symbolic 

images found in Revelation apply to or correspond with actual historical events in human history. Not 

since the legalization of Christianity by Constantine through the Edict of Milan (AD 313) had the 

church undergone such a radical transformation as that which occurred during the Protestant 

Reformation" (224-225). After presenting some invigorating historical contextualization for Edward's 
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theology, Tennent goes on to "compare and contrast the themes found in the eschatology of Jonathan 

Edwards in the eighteenth century with the emergence of the Back to Jerusalem movement by Chinese 

Christians today" (232). Tennant goes through a history of Christian interaction with China, "from as 

early as AD 635 to the Boxer Rebellion of the 1900s" (232-233). Once the foundation of history was 

set, the author goes into some more recent persecution that Christians in China have faced and are 

facing. Most notionally, "The Protestant churches were controlled through an official government body

that eventually became known as the Three-Self Patriotic Movement" (234). Also, "The Roman 

Catholic Christians were likewise persecuted and controlled through a similar organization known as 

the Catholic Patriotic Association (CPA), which is also part of the Religious Affairs Bureau" (234). 

Then, Tennent outlays the "Back to Jerusalem movement" on page 236, where "Peter Wagner predicts 

that “by the year 2025 China will be sending out more foreign missionaries to other countries than any 

other nation.”  (236).

2: Missional Implications - The most noteworthy part of this chapter for me, in terms of missions, was, 

"During the Cultural Revolution (1966 – 1976) Chairman Mao stepped up official hostility toward 

Christianity by promoting  the headline of the South China Morning Post in August 1966, which 

proudly declared, CHRISTIANITY IN SHANGAI COMES TO AN END. As it turned out, this was 

hardly the case" (234-235). It is amazing how the Chinese stood up and thrived through such religious 

persecution. 

3: Key Learning Question - How can we get the rest of the world to experience the "two realities" that 

Peter Wagner speaks of on Page 236? "This bold prediction is based on two realities: the dramatic 

growth of the Chinese church and a growing conviction of tens of thousands of Chinese Christians that 

God has sovereignly called them to play a central role in global evangelization" (236).


