
Blythe and Sweet O'Connor's article "A Good Man Is Hard to Find: Flannery O'Connor's 

Southern Gothic Vision" explores the theme of grace and redemption in O'Connor's short story 

"A Good Man Is Hard to Find." The authors argue that O'Connor's use of grotesque and violent 

imagery serves to illustrate the need for grace in a fallen world.

The main reasoning of the article is that O'Connor's work embodies the concept of 

"Southern Gothic," a literary genre that blends elements of horror and the supernatural with the 

traditional Southern Gothic themes of poverty, religion, and race. Blythe and Sweet suggest that 

the grotesque and violent imagery used in O'Connor's work is not gratuitous, but serves a deeper 

purpose in illustrating the need for redemption and grace in a flawed world.

As evidence, the authors cite the character of The Misfit, a criminal who murders the 

grandmother and her family in "A Good Man Is Hard to Find." Despite his heinous actions, The 

Misfit expresses a desire for grace and a belief in the possibility of redemption. The authors 

argue that this represents O'Connor's vision of grace in action, as The Misfit's willingness to 

accept responsibility for his crimes and seek forgiveness is the first step towards salvation.

The article provides a helpful analysis of the themes and motifs in O'Connor's work, as 

well as an understanding of the Southern Gothic genre. It could be useful in an upcoming paper 

on O'Connor's literary style and use of symbolism.
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