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The empire I’ve chosen to research is the Srivijaya Empire. This empire was a central 

trading power that connected Africa, India, and all of Asia. It was located on the east coast of 

Sumatra and the port of Palembang. Their power was based on its control of international sea 

trade (Britannica, 2023). They exercised naval power effectively enough to control and profit 

from trade through the straits of Melaka (Morillo 313). They were a Thalassocracy and Mandala

type of empire, which meant they were an empire that's land is separated by water since it was 

built on water, and a system of government where power is defined by its center rather than its 

borders. “This meant that a powerful city-state or kingdom did not directly rule over its entire 

empire but that smaller surrounding city-states were its vassals” (Study Smarter, 2023). This 

empire began to grow when the rise of the Tang Dynasty in China generated more trade between 

China and the Indian Ocean, which created city states along the coast which were main trade 

routes. 

Srivijaya people were not merchants, but warrior kings who used merchants to profit 

from trade. They were also mean individuals towards merchants. In 1025 CE, the Chola Empire 

invaded the Srivijaya Empire causing the Srivijaya Empire to lose its power, becoming a Chola 

subordinate. Like Chola, Srivijaya was a maritime and commercial kingdom. Another rival of 

this empire was the Champa Kingdom due to raids and conquests. 

In the Champa Kingdom, Indian cultural influence and Chinese economic influence 

combined in the same way as in the Srivijaya Empire to produce a more centralized state 



between the 600s and 1000s that profited from the passage of trade along the coast. Another 

similarity between the two is that they’ve both become conquered. The Champa Kingdom had a 

more traditional orientation than the Srivijaya Empire due to its position on the mainland of 

Southeast Asia. Another similarity between this empire and some of the other empires mentioned

in the chapter was religion. The main religion captured amongst these empires was Buddhism. 

Unlike the Srivijaya Empire, the Axum Empire and Barbarian Kingdoms religion was 

Christianity. 

The social structure of the Srivijaya Empire was rigid. Hereditary kings who ruled the 

empire sat at the top. Beneath them were the military and traders for which the empire was well 

known. Everyone else formed the base of society. This civilization was very close to social 

mobility (Study Smarter, 2023).  
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