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CS501
Rynkiewich’s Soul, Self, and Society chapter 9

Thesis: Caste, class, and ethnic identity are all social categories that define and separate people
in groups by pressures from within and without each defining level to form some type of

working society.

Summary: In this chapter Rynkiewich explained the caste system in India. He then discussed
the class system that is still present in countries such as America. He also elaborated on what
creates ethnicity and how that plays into the divisions of caste and class. Finally he looked at
how churches continue the divisions that can occur in class and ethnicity. There can be both

positive and negative outcomes because of the role churches play in this.

Interaction: I have no experience with the caste system beyond knowing that it exists. Before
this weeks reading my only exposure was due to the movie “Ghandi”. As an outsider looking in
it is hard to believe that a system like this is still in effect. But when I turn and look at the
concept of class in America, I also wonder how this is still in effect. But people are people, and
when your society is driven by economics and power you will always have those who want to
define the “people”. The hardest piece to acknowledge for me is that it is present in the church
in general and in mine personally. It would seem that it would take an extremely mature and
godly congregation to be in a position where they welcome all from all classes and all ethnicities

and they truly function as one in Christ.

Questions:

1. Is it truly possible for someone to radically change their caste or class for the better?



2. If the caste or class system won’t go away, is it possible to at least improve the situations of
those stuck in the lower levels across the boards and not just the lucky few that have been made

“projects” off the better off?



