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The Tibetan Empire.

The Tibetan Empire was a powerful state that existed from 618 to 841 AD in the Tibetan 

Plateau in Central Asia. It was founded by Songtsen Gampo, who united several tribes and clans 

to form a solid political entity. The empire reached its peak under the reign of the famous 

emperor, Trisong Detsen, who is credited with spreading Buddhism in Tibet and establishing the 

first monastery in the country. During its reign, the Tibetan Empire controlled a vast territory 

that included modern-day Tibet, parts of China, India, Nepal, and Bhutan. The empire was a 

major power in Central Asia and played a significant role in the region's politics and trade.

The Tibetan Empire was known for its military might, and its neighbors feared its armies.

The empire's military power allowed it to maintain control over its vast territory and expand its 

borders. The kingdom also had a well-developed bureaucracy and a sophisticated system of 

governance that allowed it to administer its part effectively. Under the reign of Trisong Detsen, 

the Tibetan Empire became a major center of Buddhism. The emperor invited several prominent 

Buddhist scholars from India to Tibet and established the first monastery in the country, which 

became a center for learning and religious practice. This period saw the translation of many 

Buddhist texts into Tibetan, which played a significant role in the spread of Buddhism in Tibet 

and the surrounding regions. The Tibetan Empire declined after the death of Trisong Detsen, and
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the Tang Dynasty of China eventually conquered it in 841 AD. However, the empire's legacy 

lived on, and its influence on the region's culture, religion, and politics can still be seen today. 

Pyramid of the Tibetan Empire society:

Figure 1:            

Emperor: At the top of the pyramid was the emperor, the ultimate authority and absolute

power over the empire.

Nobility: Just below the emperor were the nobles, who held significant power and wealth

in society. The elite included the royal family, powerful aristocrats, and military leaders.

Bureaucrats: The empire had a sophisticated bureaucracy responsible for administering 

the empire's territories, collecting taxes, and maintaining law and order. The bureaucrats were 

highly educated and skilled and held significant power and influence in society.

Monks and Scholars: Buddhism played a significant role in Tibetan society, and monks 

and scholars were highly respected and revered. They were responsible for preserving and 
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spreading the teachings of Buddhism, and the government often employed them in various 

capacities.

Merchants and Artisans: The empire had a thriving economy, and merchants and 

artisans played an essential role in society. They were responsible for producing and trading 

goods and often accumulated significant wealth and influence.

Peasants and Laborers: At the bottom of the pyramid were the peasants and laborers, 

who made up most of the population. They were responsible for farming, construction, and other 

manual labor and had little power or influence in society. However, they were essential for the 

functioning of the empire and were often protected by the government.
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