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Anthology of Chinese Literature

The anthology of Chinese literature translated by Burton Watson offers a diverse range of poems from

different periods and genres of Chinese literature. The Nine Songs and The Lord of the Songs are two 

of the oldest and most important works in the collection, dating back to the Zhou Dynasty (1046-256 

BCE). They are believed to be the earliest examples of Chinese lyric poetry and provide insights into 

ancient Chinese culture and beliefs.

The Spirits of the Fallen is a powerful poem that reflects on the loss and tragedy of war, particularly 

during the Warring States period (475-221 BCE). It is a lament for the fallen soldiers and the families 

left behind and expresses the pain and sorrow of the human experience.

The Ritual Cycle is a collection of poems that explores the importance of rituals and ceremonies in 

ancient Chinese society. It provides a glimpse into the spiritual beliefs and practices of the time and 

highlights the role of tradition and ceremony in shaping Chinese culture.

In Praise of the Orange Tree is a beautiful poem that celebrates the beauty and symbolism of the 

orange tree. It is a love poem that compares the tree to a lover and highlights its sweet fragrance, 

bright color, and enduring nature.

Sung Yu the Wind and Chia Yi the Owl are two poems that celebrate the beauty and power of nature. 

They reflect on the changing seasons, the beauty of the natural world, and the cycles of life and death.

Lament for Ch’u Yuan is a famous poem that mourns the death of the poet and reflects on the human 

condition. It is a powerful expression of grief and loss and is considered one of the greatest works of 

Chinese literature.



Finally, Wang Wei is a poem that celebrates the beauty of nature and encourages readers to find peace 

in the world around them. It reflects on the impermanence of life and the need to appreciate the simple

pleasures of the natural world.

Overall, the anthology of Chinese literature translated by Burton Watson offers a rich and diverse 

collection of poems that provide insights into the history, culture, and traditions of China.


