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Is Eli righteous or corrupt?

Eli is a prominent figure in the Old Testament who served as a high priest of
Israel and judge of the people. Eli was born into the priestly line of Aaron and belonged
to the tribe of Levi. He served as the high priest of Israel for 40 years during a time of
political and spiritual turmoil in Israel. In this essay we will be discussing the good and
the bad of Eli and determining if he is a good character or not, we will also see what
lessons we can learn from him.

First of all, let's take a look at some of the good that Eli has done. Eli serves as a
mediator between Hannah and God when she is praying for a son. He recognizes
Hannah's sincerity and blesses her with a prayer. He raises Samuel in the temple and
trains him to be a priest. The fact that he blessed Hannah with a prayer and it can come
to fruition is huge. Samuel is a central character in the old testament and without Eli's
help, he wouldn't be as strong and influential.

However, Eli is not all good, unfortunately. Eli is a permissive father and allows
his sons, Hophni and Phinehas, to engage in corrupt behavior, such as stealing from the
offerings and committing sexual immorality with the women who served at the entrance
to the tabernacle. Eli honored his sons more than God: In 1 Samuel 2:29, God rebukes
Eli for honoring his sons more than he honors God. Eli had put his family loyalty and

affection for his sons above his duty to God, which led to their sinful behavior and
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eventual downfall. Eli also failed to listen to God's warning: In 1 Samuel 3, God speaks
to Samuel and tells him that He will judge Eli's house because of their sins. When
Samuel shares this message with Eli, he does not take it seriously enough to take
immediate action to address his son's behavior and seek God's forgiveness. Overall Eli
keeps turning a blind eye to his sons and acts as if they are perfect, he also kept
prioritizing his sons over god. All of the sins that | mentioned are very serious and are a
lot worse than just a little sin.

Overall, Eli is a complicated character with both positive and negative qualities.
While he has good intentions and serves as a mentor to Samuel, his failure to discipline
his sons and put the will of God before his family loyalty leads to their downfall. |
ultimately believe that Eli is a good person at heart and he is a true believer in Christ but
he definitely had some major flaws that needed to be fixed.

After evaluating Eli | learned some very important lessons that | can use in my
day-to-day life to be an overall better follower of Christ. The first lesson | learned is that |
need to make sure | prioritize my relationship with God over family/friend relationships
or personal interests. The second lesson | learned is that | need to make sure |
discipline myself and others to avoid falling into temptation. I'm not going to discipline
random people but if | see my little brothers sinning | will make sure they don't do it
again by talking to them and informing them that what they are doing is not right.

In conclusion, | believe that Eli is good at heart but gets in his own way and
makes some major mistakes. These chapters are all very valuable and teach some
incredible lessons that | will incorporate into my life and | believe that everyone should

as well.
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