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King Abimelech And Pharaoh

Abraham, also known as Abram, is a prophet of God, and he was living in the land of

Canaan. He had to leave the country he was living in and travel to Egypt as a result of a severe

famine, where he was living as a foreigner. He spoke to his wife, Sarai, also known as Sarah, as

he was making his way to the Egyptian border, telling her that because those they will encounter

will be attracted to her beauty, they will spare his life and treat him well if she tells them that he

is her brother and not her husband, so that they do not desire to get rid of him. When they

eventually made it to Egypt, just as Abraham had predicted would occur, Pharaoh showered

Abram with gifts, such as male and female donkeys, sheep, goats, and cattle. He also gave

Abraham a host of other incredible presents in recognition of their admiration for Sarah’s beauty.

The palace officials sang her praises to Pharaoh, and then Pharaoh welcomed her into his palace.

In the southern Negev, between Kadesh and Shur, Abraham and his wife Sarah moved

and made the decision to stay there for a while. And then they moved to live in Gerar as a

foreigner. I believe that they once again made the agreement to inform people that they were

siblings, as they were on their way. With the knowledge that they are both endangering the lives

of others, Sarah was also wrong for agreeing to this term. Instead of calling Sarah his wife, he

introduced her to King Abimelech as his sister. She was invited into the king's palace because it

is clear from his invitation that he found her beauty to be lovely.

The similarity between what happened to Pharaoh and King Abimelech is that they both

believed that Sarah was just his sister and that they had not been married, when in fact,
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Abraham had lied to them both but also told the truth at the same time, all because he wanted

both of them to treat him well and spare his life. Abraham and his wife, in my opinion, defrauded

both of them. The reason for this is that he obtained from King Abimelech as much wealth and

additional livestock as he did from Pharaoh.

In contrast to Pharaoh, King Abimelech had a dream in which God appeared to him, gave

him a stern warning, and revealed to him what he had done wrong that he was unaware of. I feel

like Pharaoh should’ve gotten this kind of warning too. It's unfortunate that he had to endure

such severe illness and suffering simply because Abraham chose to lie to him out of fear of

dying.

In my opinion, Abraham was definitely wrong in his actions. Why? Well, because

Pharaoh and King Abimelech were both completely innocent and unaware that he was also

Sarah's husband. However, I wonder if he should have known that they were not being

completely honest because he was the king, and kings are always aware of what is happening

in their realm. I am assuming they were one of those excellent liars, though I know there are

people out there who are. In Genesis 20: 9–10, I could feel his anguish as he asked, "What

have you done to us?" in response to what Abraham had done to him. I quote: "What crime

have I committed that deserves treatment like this, making me and my kingdom guilty of this

great sin?. "No one should ever do what you have done!”. He did not deserve to be treated this

way or to go through what Abraham did to him; it was a selfish decision on the part of Abraham

and Sarah. They were careless about how their actions would affect others. Because of one

person's decision, everyone connected to King Abimelech would be killed, even though the

King's choice would also determine the outcome. However, if Abraham had not done this, this

terrible sin would not have existed, and the king would be living his life as usual without having

to worry about how to return to the way he was living it. As we can see in verse 11, he leaned on

his own understanding. Why do I say this? He says, however, that he believed their country to
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be a godless land and that they would probably kill him so that they could obtain his wife, which

was something he did not want to happen.

This incident is similar to what happened to Sarah's maidservant Hagar. Sarah was

childless and unable to conceive for the fulfillment of God's prophecy regarding Abraham's

descendants. She believed that since she was unable to have children of her own, it was best

for Abraham to have a sexual relationship with Hagar in order for him to fulfill God's promise.

Abraham supported this choice despite the fact that he and his partner are both bad at making

wise decisions. As a result, when Sarah discovered that her mistress was fertile, she began to

treat Hagar with contempt. Sarah told Abraham, “May the wrong done to me be on you! I gave

my servant to your embrace, and when she saw that she had conceived, she looked at me with

contempt. May the LORD judge between you and me!". Sarah treated Hagar harshly after

Abraham told her that she could do as she pleases. As a result of the harsh treatment that

Sarah was giving her, Hagar decided to leave.

This story has taught me that, although it is unfair to the person who is not a child of

God, if God occasionally favors you when you make mistakes as His child, He will stand by you

and convict you of your wrongdoings. As evidenced by the gifts and livestock that Abraham

received from those he deceived, God forewarns us before destruction occurs and God allows

us to be blessed even when we do wrong.

This story left me questioning the events that occurred. Here are a few of my additional
questions:

- My question is why did not God also warn them for doing this; mischievous act— for we
know that by them blotting out the rest of the truth and God hates a lying tongue.

Some of my opinionated Information(s):
● Why did God not appear in Pharaoh’s dream and warned him, instead of making him

feel the effect of Abram’s lies?
- Hmm maybe it was because King Abimelech is a man of integrity who also has clean

hands. And maybe Pharaoh is not, I may be wrong.
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- It could even be that Pharaoh touched Sarah and King Abimelech did not. For God

responded to him by saying “For I also withheld you from sinning against Me; therefore I

did not let you touch her.”

● What was the reward and consequences of all that took place because of the sin that

Abram and Sarai brought upon them?

- Well since it was a big lie that Abraham and Sarah told the King, though he had not

sinned against God by touching her. However, because Sarah was in the house with him

though she is already married, as a consequence of this God had shut up the wombs of

all those who are in the household with the King. It was when Abraham prayed to God;

God healed Abimelech and now they were able to give birth.

● What did God tell him to do? And if he chooses to obey what will be the outcome?

- God told him to restore Sarah back to Abraham and by doing so Abraham will pray for

him and he will get to live. However, If he chooses not to do so then he shall surely die.

This last part reminds me of when God said this exact same thing to Adam and Eve,

when He was warning them about eating of the fruit from the tree of knowledge.

In light of everything that transpired, Abraham did not have the same level of faith in God that he

did when God told him to sacrifice his son Isaac later on in the Book of Genesis. According to

this tale, Abraham was still a child when it came to his faith. If it had been the same as it was

with Isaac, I have no doubt that he would have had enough faith and trust in God to not lie to the

people he came across. What I can take away from these tales and apply to my life is that

before I make a bold choice, I should first consider the implications of how that choice will affect

those around me and whether they have any bearing on it. Do not deceive others out of fear

either; rather, let God handle the things that are beyond my power rather than attempting to

exert my own control. Trust that God will work things out the way He ordained them to happen.


