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Influencers are such a big deal in this time, before social media and the influencers of

today. | looked to the influence of my parents and grandparents and their teaching.

| always questioned my dad’s methods and why he would always tell me, “Listen Samantha,
pay attention to what | am saying, then ask questions later.” He was so intense with his
teaching, but | remember all of it. | don’t remember what | ate for lunch yesterday, but | sure
do remember everything he taught me. He had a very different life than | did so at times his
stern teaching intimidated me. When | was a teen, he really leaned into me with his teaching.
He is a bit rough around the edges, but | am so grateful for everything he taught me. The way
my dad lives is with a type of hunger that only someone who knows what it is to starve. He has
afire in his eyes, a mental toughness that can’t be broken. | love my dad. The way he treated
me was all of love, | did not see that when | was younger. | just thought he was being hard on
me because he was being mean. His intensity intimidated me | feared him to a certain point. As
| grew older, | realized that my dad was equipping me for the world. My dad taught me hard
truths of this world that woke me up. My dad would always tell me that | had everything |
needed to succeed in this world, | had God that loved me, parents that love me and most
importantly the heart to keep prevailing

It wasn’t just my dad that molded me into the person | am God primarily molded me and
allowed me to go through certain life experiences. My grandma my mom'’s mom had the
beautiful heart | strive for. Her heart was after Gods own heart. She spoke the word of God all
the days of her life until the end of her life. She taught me that | could do nothing without Gods
love and will. My Nana always told me that if | did my best God would do the rest. The legacy
she left behind made an impact on her entire family. She was a true servant of God.

Everyone one in my life shaped who | am, and the trials God put me through shaped me
more, God taught me what it was like to truly rely on Him when | was uncertain. God taught me
and is teaching me patience with myself and others constantly. God has humbled me time and
time again. | am grateful for the creator for giving me the father, mother, and grandparents |
had in my life. Now that my grandparents are gone, and my dad no longer is a part of my life, |
have held onto all the good that God has taught me and continues to teach me. | have failed so
many times, but my grandma and dad taught me that if | never fail, | will never learn. Despite
the adversity in my life, | have held onto what God has taught me through the incredible people
he has influenced me with.



