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The book "Reaching the New Jerusalem: A Biblical and Theological Framework for the 

City" is co-authored by Seong Hyun Park and Aída Besançon Spencer. The book aims to provide

a biblical and theological framework for understanding the city in the context of Christian faith 

and mission. The authors aim to explore the significance of the city in the Bible and Christian 

theology and offer insights into the contemporary urban context.

The authors' desired impact is encouraging Christians to engage with and transform the 

city as part of their missional calling. They hope to inspire readers to see the city as a place of 

both challenge and opportunity, and to equip them with theological and biblical perspectives that

inform their engagement with urban issues. Additionally, the authors aim to promote a vision of 

the city as a place of shalom, where people of all backgrounds can flourish and live in harmony.

SOCIAL ANALYSIS OF THE TARGET URBAN CONTEXT 

The authors of "Reaching the New Jerusalem" connect their theological reflection and 

formation with a social analysis of the target urban context. They argue that any meaningful 

engagement with the city must begin with understanding its social and cultural dynamics.

The authors highlight the challenges and opportunities of urbanization, particularly in the 

context of globalization and migration. They point out that the city is often marked by inequality,

marginalization, and fragmentation, which can result in social and spiritual dislocation for many 

people. At the same time, the city also offers unique opportunities for cross-cultural encounters, 

innovation, and transformation.

In light of this social analysis, the authors offer a theological reflection on the city, 

emphasizing the biblical vision of shalom or peace. They argue that the city can be a place where

God's shalom is realized and where people of different cultures and backgrounds can find 
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reconciliation and flourishing. This theological reflection is grounded in the biblical narrative, 

which affirms cities' value and potential to serve as centers of cultural and spiritual renewal.

The authors also highlight the importance of theological formation for urban missions, 

arguing that Christian leaders must be equipped with a robust theological and biblical 

understanding of the city in order to engage effectively with urban issues. They emphasize the 

need for a holistic and integrated approach to a theological formation that includes engagement 

with the social and cultural realities of the city.

URBAN THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION AND FORMATION 

Seong Hyun Park and Aída Besançon Spencer offer a theological reflection and 

formation on the city, drawing on biblical themes, principles, and a theological framework.

The authors begin by examining the biblical narrative and its vision of the city. They note

that the Bible portrays the city both as a place of sin and rebellion but also as a place of God's 

redemption and restoration. They draw on biblical themes such as creation, fall, redemption, and 

consummation to develop a theological framework for understanding the city in light of 

Christian faith and mission.

The authors also highlight the importance of understanding the city's social and cultural 

dynamics. They draw on principles such as shalom, justice, and compassion to guide Christian 

engagement with urban issues. They argue that the city offers unique cross-cultural encounters, 

innovation, and transformation opportunities. They call for a holistic approach to urban missions 

that address physical and spiritual needs.
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The authors also emphasize the role of Christian leaders in shaping urban communities. 

They offered a theological framework for leadership development grounded in the biblical 

narrative and focused on servant leadership, community building, and cultural engagement.

The authors' theological reflection and formation on the city are characterized by a 

commitment to biblical faithfulness, a concern for social justice, and a vision of the city as a 

place of shalom where people of all backgrounds can flourish and live in harmony.

THEOLOGICAL IMPLEMENTATION APPROACH AND PRACTICE

Seong Hyun Park and Aída Besançon Spencer offer a theological reflection and 

formation on the city and provide practical implementation approaches and practices that 

correspond to their urban theological reflection and formation.

One central implementation approach the authors recommended is the holistic urban 

mission, which involves addressing the city's physical, social, and spiritual needs. They suggest 

that this approach requires collaboration between churches, non-governmental organizations, and

other stakeholders and a deep understanding of the social and cultural dynamics of the urban 

context.

Another integral approach the authors recommend is leadership development, which is 

grounded in the biblical narrative and focused on servant leadership, community building, and 

cultural engagement. The authors argue that a compelling urban mission requires leaders who are

committed to the biblical vision of shalom and have the skills to navigate the city's complex 

cultural and social dynamics.
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The authors also provide practical examples of urban missions in action, drawing on case 

studies from around the world. They highlight initiatives such as community development, 

interfaith dialogue, and social entrepreneurship that aim to transform the city positively.

The authors' implementation approaches and practices align closely with their urban 

theological reflection and formation. They emphasize the importance of a holistic mission that 

addresses both physical and spiritual needs. They also highlighted the need for leadership 

development grounded in the biblical narrative and focused on servant leadership and 

community building. They also provide practical examples of urban missions in action, 

demonstrating how their theological framework can be put into practice in diverse urban 

contexts.

IMPRESSION OF AUTHOR’S ARGUMENTS 

"Reaching the New Jerusalem" provides a clear and effective urban theological reflection

and formation that is highly relevant to the implementation approaches and practices described in

the book.

The authors' theological framework is firmly rooted in the biblical narrative and draws on

themes such as creation, fall, redemption, and consummation to provide a comprehensive vision 

of the city in light of Christian faith and mission. They emphasize the importance of 

understanding the social and cultural dynamics of the city, and they draw on principles such as 

shalom, justice, and compassion to guide Christian engagement with urban issues.

This theological reflection and formation are highly relevant to the implementation 

approaches and practices described in the book, emphasizing holistic urban mission, servant 

leadership, community building, and cultural engagement. The authors provide practical 
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examples of these approaches in action, demonstrating how their theological framework can be 

put into practice in diverse urban contexts.

The authors' urban theological reflection and formation are clear, comprehensive, and 

highly relevant to the implementation approaches and practices described in the book. Their 

commitment to biblical faithfulness, social justice, and a vision of the city as a place of shalom is

evident throughout the book. Their practical examples demonstrate the effectiveness of their 

approach to urban missions.

"Reaching the New Jerusalem" is a valuable resource for informing the process of urban 

theological reflection and formation and has the potential to impact urban theological 

implementation in significant ways.

The book provides a comprehensive and biblically-grounded theological framework for 

engaging with the complex realities of urban contexts. The authors emphasize the importance of 

understanding the social and cultural dynamics of the city and provide a nuanced understanding 

of urban issues such as poverty, inequality, and injustice. They also highlight the potential for the

urban mission to address both physical and spiritual needs and emphasize the importance of 

servant leadership and community building.

The book's practical examples of urban mission in action inspire and guide those seeking 

to implement a biblically-grounded approach to urban mission. These examples demonstrate the 

effectiveness of the authors' approach and highlight the potential for positive transformation in 

urban contexts.

“Reaching the New Jerusalem" has the potential to inform and shape the process of urban

theological reflection and formation, providing a clear and comprehensive theological 
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framework that is grounded in the biblical narrative and relevant to the complex realities of 

urban contexts. The book's practical examples and implementation approaches also provide 

valuable guidance for those seeking to implement a biblically-grounded strategy to urban 

missions. 

In conclusion, we learned that the authors aimed to provide a biblical and theological 

framework for understanding the city in the context of Christian faith and mission. The authors 

also connect their theological reflection and formation with a social analysis of the target urban 

context, highlighting the challenges and opportunities of urbanization, particularly in the context 

of globalization and migration. They argue that the city can be a place where God's shalom is 

realized and where people of different cultures and backgrounds can find reconciliation and 

flourishing. The authors offer practical implementation approaches and practices corresponding 

to their urban theological reflection and formation, such as holistic urban mission and leadership 

development grounded in the biblical narrative and focused on servant leadership, community 

building, and cultural engagement. The authors' theological framework is comprehensive and 

rooted in biblical history, emphasizing the importance of understanding the social and cultural 

dynamics of the city and drawing on principles such as shalom, justice, and compassion to guide 

Christian engagement with urban issues.
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