
Jules Ferguson

UR510: Urban Theology 

Book Review #2

Social Analysis for the 21st Century: How Faith Becomes Action 

March 12, 2023



1

The book "Social Analysis for the 21st Century: How Faith Becomes Action" is written 

by Maria Cimperman. The authors' main purpose for writing the book is to offer a social analysis

of the current global situation from a faith-based perspective. The authors aim to critically assess 

the challenges and opportunities that arise in today's world and inspire readers to engage in 

transformative social action based on their faith.

Cimperman's desired impact is encouraging readers to take a more active role in 

promoting social justice and human rights. They hope to inspire readers to move beyond passive 

acceptance of the status quo and to actively work towards creating a more just and equitable 

world. They argue that faith can be a powerful force for social change and that individuals and 

communities can make a meaningful difference in the world by working together. Ultimately, 

Cimperman hopes their book will contribute to a more just and equitable society.

SOCIAL ANALYSIS OF THE TARGET URBAN CONTEXT

In "Social Analysis for the 21st Century: How Faith Becomes Action," Cimperman 

analyzes the target urban context and its connection to theological reflection and formation. She 

argues that the current global situation is marked by growing social and economic inequalities, 

environmental degradation, and cultural fragmentation, particularly in urban contexts.

Cimperman suggests that these issues are interconnected and exacerbated by global 

economic and political systems prioritizing profit over people and the environment. Cimperman 

argues that faith-based organizations and individuals are important in addressing these 

challenges by providing moral guidance, advocating for marginalized communities, and 

promoting social and economic justice.
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Cimperman’s theological reflection and formation are rooted in a deep understanding of 

the biblical message of justice, mercy, and compassion. She argues that faith should be a source 

of inspiration and motivation for social action and that the church is responsible for supporting 

individuals and communities in their efforts to create a more just and equitable world.

In particular, Cimperman emphasizes the importance of solidarity with marginalized 

communities and the need for faith-based organizations to partner with grassroots movements for

social change. They also highlight the importance of environmental stewardship and sustainable 

development as part of a holistic approach to social justice. Their theological perspective deeply 

informs the authors' social analysis of the target urban context and offers a compelling argument 

for the role of faith in promoting social transformation.

Cimperman draws on the biblical message of justice, mercy, and compassion as a 

foundation for their theological reflection. She argues that the biblical message is a powerful 

critique of the dominant economic and political systems prioritizing profit over people and the 

environment. Cimperman emphasizes that the message of justice is central to the gospel and 

should be at the heart of the church's mission.

A commitment to social and ecological justice shapes Cimperman's theological 

framework. They argue that the church is responsible for addressing the root causes of social and

ecological injustice and working towards a more just and equitable society. She advocates for an 

approach to theology grounded in the lived experiences of marginalized communities and takes 

the intersection of race, gender, class, and other forms of oppression seriously.

Cimperman also highlights the importance of solidarity and partnership in their 

theological framework. She argues that the church should work in partnership with grassroots 

movements for social change and be in solidarity with marginalized communities. Cimperman 
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suggests that transformational change can only happen when individuals and communities work 

together to create a more just and equitable world.

URBAN THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION AND FORMATION

Cimperman’s urban theological reflection and formation are deeply committed to social 

and ecological justice. It offers a compelling vision for the role of faith in promoting social 

transformation. 

For additional clarity, here are three specific examples from the book that illustrate the 

authors' urban theological reflection and formation:

1. The authors draw on the story of the Good Samaritan in the Bible to illustrate the 

importance of solidarity with marginalized communities. They argue that the Good 

Samaritan's actions of caring for the wounded man by the side of the road offer an 

example of how we can work to alleviate the suffering of those marginalized in our 

society. The authors suggest that the church can learn from this example by working in 

partnership with grassroots movements for social change and by being in solidarity with 

those who are most vulnerable.

2. The authors emphasize the importance of environmental stewardship and sustainable 

development as part of a holistic approach to social justice. They argue that the biblical 

message of stewardship provides a powerful critique of the dominant economic and 

political systems that prioritize profit over the environment. The authors suggest that the 

church can work towards ecological justice by promoting sustainable practices and by 

advocating for policies that prioritize the environment over profit.
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3. The authors call for an approach to theology grounded in marginalized communities' 

lived experiences. They argue that the intersection of race, gender, class, and other forms 

of oppression must be taken seriously to address the root causes of social and ecological 

injustice. The authors suggest that the church can work towards social justice by listening

to and amplifying the voices of marginalized people and by promoting an inclusive and 

liberating theology.

IMPRESSION OF THE AUTHOR'S ARGUMENTS

Cimperman offers an implementation approach and practices closely aligned with their 

urban theological reflection and formation. She argues that theological reflection must be 

accompanied by concrete action to bring about social transformation.

Cimperman emphasizes the importance of praxis, or the integration of theory and 

practice, in their theological implementation approach. She suggests that theology must be 

grounded in the concrete experiences of communities and that it must be accompanied by action 

that seeks to address the root causes of social and ecological injustice.

Cimperman offers several examples of theological implementation in practice, including 

community organizing, popular education, and interfaith dialogue. She suggests that these 

practices can help build solidarity among communities and promote a shared vision of social 

transformation.

Cimperman also emphasizes the importance of a collaborative approach to theological 

implementation. She argues that the church must work with grassroots movements for social 

change and other faith traditions to create a more just and equitable world.
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Cimperman’s theological implementation approach and practice are closely aligned with 

their urban theological reflection and formation. She emphasizes the importance of praxis, 

collaboration, and solidarity in bringing about social transformation and offers concrete 

examples of implementing these principles.

Cimperman's argument that the church must be grounded in the lived experiences of 

marginalized communities is especially relevant to their approach to theological implementation,

which emphasizes the importance of praxis, collaboration, and solidarity.

An example from the book that illustrates the clarity and effectiveness of the authors' 

urban theological reflection and formation is their discussion of solidarity. Cimperman argues 

that solidarity is essential to the church's mission of promoting social transformation and 

involves a deep commitment to standing with marginalized and oppressed people. Cimperman 

emphasizes that solidarity is not simply a matter of feeling sympathy or empathy but rather 

involves an active engagement with the struggles of others and a willingness to work toward 

systemic change.

Cimperman's discussion of solidarity is directly linked to their approach to theological 

implementation, which emphasizes the importance of collaboration and partnership in promoting

social transformation. Cimperman argues that the church must work in partnership with 

grassroots movements for social change and be in solidarity with marginalized communities to 

bring about meaningful and lasting transformation.

Cimperman provides valuable insights and guidance for the process of urban theological 

reflection and formation, and it has the potential to significantly impact urban theological 

implementation.
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The authors' emphasis on social and ecological justice as the foundation for theological 

reflection and formation is especially relevant to urban communities' challenges today. By 

situating theological reflection within the context of the complex social, economic, and political 

realities of urban life, the authors provide a framework for understanding the intersection of faith

and action in a relevant and practical way.

The book also offers specific tools and strategies for implementing an urban theological 

framework, including social analysis, community organizing, and advocacy. These strategies are 

grounded in the authors' commitment to collaboration, partnership, and solidarity. They 

emphasize the importance of engaging with the struggles of marginalized communities to bring 

about meaningful and lasting change.

In conclusion, "Social Analysis for the 21st Century: How Faith Becomes Action" by 

Maria Cimperman offers a compelling argument for the role of faith in promoting social 

transformation. The book provides a social analysis of the current global situation from a faith-

based perspective and emphasizes the importance of social and ecological justice. Cimperman's 

urban theological reflection and formation are rooted in a deep social and ecological justice 

commitment. It offers a compelling vision for the role of faith in promoting social 

transformation. The book calls for an approach to theology grounded in marginalized 

communities' lived experiences and emphasizes the importance of praxis in bringing about social

transformation. Ultimately, the book offers hope and inspiration, encouraging readers to actively 

promote social justice and human rights and work towards a more just and equitable world. Let 

us hope this book has the intended impact because it will improve our world. 
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