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For my final monograph, I intend to study “The Persecution of the Church” during the 

first three centuries. Throughout the paper I will be considering the following:

1. Persecution during the first century:

a. Who were the main perpetrators against the church during this time period.

b. What were the reasons for persecuting the church during this time period.

c. What methods were employed against the church during this time period.

2. Persecution during the second century:

a. Who were the main perpetrators against the church during this time period.

b. What were the reasons for persecuting the church during this time period.

c. What methods were employed against the church during this time period.

3. Persecution during the third century:

a. Who were the main perpetrators against the church during this time period.

b. What were the reasons for persecuting the church during this time period.

c. What methods were employed against the church during this time period.

4. What was the early church’s response and attitude towards persecution. 

a. What did the early church believe or understand about persecution/martyrdom.

b. Who were some of the men and women who were persecuted and/or died as 

martyrs for the faith in the first three centuries.

5. Is the church still facing persecution today?

a. Where and how is the church being persecuted most severely today.

6. Conclusion:

a. What we learn from the persecution of the early church.

b. How the local church can stand with those who are facing persecution today.



2

Preliminary Bibliography

Bixler, William G. “How the Early Church Viewed Martyrs.” Christianity Today, 1990. 

Retrieved from https://www.christianitytoday.com/history/issues/issue-27/how-early-

church-viewed-martyrs.html.

Collins, Michael, and Matthew A. Price. The Story of Christianity: A Celebration of 2,000 Years 

of Faith. New York: DK Publishing, 1999.

Dodd, C.H. The Founder of Christianity. New York: Macmillan Publishing Co, 1970.

Eastwood, Bruce. “Causes of the Early Persecutions.” History Today 16, no. 8 (August 1966). 

Retrieved from https://www.historytoday.com/archive/causes-early-persecutions.

Eusebius. The History of The Church. Translated with an introduction by G.A. Williamson. New 

York: Dorset Press, 1965. 

Farmer, David Hugh. The Oxford Dictionary of Saints. 4th ed. Oxford University Press, 1997.

Ferguson, Everett. “Persecution in the Early Church: Did You Know?” Christianity Today, 1990.

Retrieved from https://www.christianitytoday.com/history/issues/issue-27/persecution-in-

early-church-did-you-know.html. 

Galli, Mark. “Persecution in the Early Church: A Gallery of the Persecuting Emperors.” 

Christian History Institute, 1990. Retrieved from https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/

magazine/article/persecution-in-early-church-gallery.

Gonzalez, Justo. The Story of Christianity: The Early Church to the Present Day. Massachusetts:

Prince Press, 1999. 

MacCulloch, Diarmaid. Christianity: The First Three Thousand Years. New York: Viking, 2009.

Open Doors. “World Watch List: Trends.” Accessed March 14, 2023. 

https://www.opendoors.org/en-US/persecution/persecution-trends.


