EMAIL SUBJECT: Homeless crisis in Ocean County.

Dear Director Joseph H. Vicari:

As a Social Work graduate student from Alliance University, I am writing to look into the homelessness
affecting Ocean County. As a resident of Ocean County, I would implore a safe space for the homeless.
I have had many encounters with the homeless in Ocean County. Some of these residents have been
incarcerated and suffer from mental illness. Regardless of these facts, homeless people are residents
inside your jurisdiction. I also attend school in New York City; I see many homeless there. I do notice
a mental health need and housing for this displaced population. In New York City, many criminal
situations involve the mentally ill homeless. With bail reform acts in NJ, we will see more of the
incarcerated population out of prison and on the streets.

The statistics in 2021 claimed that there were 236 homeless people in Ocean County, of which were
families with small children. I was curious to wonder why Ocean County has no homeless shelter. We
can get a shelter in Ocean County with fundraisers and a grant. Maybe a church could be a reasonable
answer to provide for a location. Another possibility could be for a non-profit that assists the homeless,
like CODE Blue, to receive a grant to provide permanent shelter. I know many churches and people
that would love to help to see fewer people off the streets or camping in the woods in their towns.

Thank you for your consideration, and I look forward to hearing from you soon.

Sincerely,
Christopher Jon Marchewka
Alliance University MSW Student

USMC Veteran 2007-2014



