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In the text Reaching the New Jerusalem: A Biblical and Theological Framework for the

City by Seong Hyun Park, the author (in addition to several other authors) introduces the idea of



a New Jerusalem. He delves into both the theological and biblical meaning of the city and what
we are called to do in it. His hope is to rebuild a New Jerusalem modeled after the biblical
Jerusalem. His hope is that we come together and reclaim the communities that we are currently
living in; the communities and help God fulfill the mission of recreating the New Jerusalem.

In preparation for his argument, Park illustrates the significance and meaning of the city
during biblical times. The author highlights the city of Enoch and the love that God had for it.
Park writes, “ ...the city serves as a holy ground where people meet God. This is why Jesus,
himself, who came among us, participating in the life of humanity, went to the cities, teaching,
and healing, loving and mourning his city of Enoch'. The city that Cain attempted to build,
which had many falls, ultimately would be substituted by the glorious city that was built by God.

Using the biblical story of the city of Enoch, Park demonstrates the love that God had for
the cities. The city of Enoch became Babel with the sin and blasphemy that was happening and
ultimately Babylon. On the other hand, the city of God was an exemplary example of a
wonderful city. That wonderful city, the New Jerusalem is what Park hopes that the people of
God will one day return to.

John Runyon, in his contribution to the text also mentions the love and concern that God
has for the cities. He states in part that..., “God is concerned about the current conditions of the
earth we live in, which translates directly into his concern for the cities where the majority of the
people now on earth live” . In the same way that God has demonstrated his love and concern for
the city, we too, have been tasked to do the same. We are to allow our hearts to be broken by the
things that break the heart of God. We are to take action and bring peace and restoration to the

Kingdom of God.
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The author used the biblical character Nehemiah as an example of a great rebuilder.
Nehemiah 1:4 states, “So it was, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and
mourned for many days; I was fasting and praying before the God of heaven”. Here Nehemiah
hears of the terrible state of Jerusalem and is heartbroken by it. As a result, he prays, not only for
the sins that he has committed but also for the city. He is hurt by the things that hurt God and as
a result chooses to take action, hoping to bring restoration to Jerusalem. In this same way, we are
to model Nehemiah and move on behalf of others for the good of the city and the people of God.
Nehemiah was also prepared to receive any resistance from the King or other people.

Additionally, Park mentions the importance of the Garden of Eden and the realization
that the Garden is no more. He is not looking for the Garden to be restored, acknowledging the
moment when Sin entered the world and mankind was damned, In fact, his hope is for the
creation of a holy city. He argues that “If anything stands in our way of accomplishing the goal
of helping rebuild the city of Enoch into the New Jerusalem, it is the attitude conditioned into us
by living in this fallen world. Today, the fall has conditioned us not to look to the city for a
refuge of safety- even we who would like to remake the city of God. Instead, emotionally, even
unconsciously, we are headed for the lost garden...””.

This idea of the lost garden and a movement toward the New Jerusalem is the ultimate
hope. In the meantime, Park acknowledges that during this waiting period to rebuild this new
Jerusalem, we are in these cities on earth waiting to be a part of the new city of God. The attitude
of living in this fallen world and being accustomed to its sin has been detrimental to us.

The author highlights that “The war to take back our cities transcends simple ideology”*.

Although the idea of a New Jerusalem is the hope, in the urban social analysis there are several
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issues that Park addresses that are a cause for concern. Park also acknowledges that, throughout
the years, there have been many attempts to reclaim cities; ideas regarding urban planning,
development, and even gentrification. Issues such as drug addiction, and social and economic
issues continue to be roadblocks in developing New Jerusalem. Additionally, the author
identifies “roadblocks” such as Disadvantaged Youth, School Dropouts, Poverty, and School-to-
Prison Pipeline

The question then becomes, What steps can we take to reach the New Jerusalem? In
order to reach the New Jerusalem, the church needs to advocate for justice and equality in the
cities build unity within the body, and restore the relationship with God. “Reaching for the New
Jerusalem involved transforming public or shared social spaces in the city into “communal”
spaces so the marginalized can also find righteousness. When the church appropriately
intervened in a social space on behalf of the poor, it is an act of compassion couched in

»5, The theme evident across Scripture regarding strangers is an invitation for us to

hospitality
help those in need and take action. If we fail to act on both the economic and social injustices
that are evident throughout the city then we are guilty of contributing to a system that is not just.
It is our responsibility and our assignment from God to fight for the oppressed and marginalized;
those individuals that are in need. In this way, we will create the New Jerusalem.

Reaching the New Jerusalem: A Biblical and Theological Framework for the City is a
book about hope. A call to action and a charge to the body of Christ to come together to create a
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New Jerusalem. The idea of this New Jerusalem and the belief that “It is not yet, but yet”® has

been echoed throughout the pages of this text and remains a hope for the Kingdom.
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