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Understanding Analysis

After reading the Analytical Writing: Looking Closely chapter, I learned that analytical

writing requires one to closely examine and interpret the details of a text or object. The key

points highlighted in the chapter include identifying the purpose of the text, analyzing the

language and structure, and evaluating the overall effectiveness of the text. Additionally, the

chapter stresses the importance of using evidence to support claims and using critical thinking to

interpret the information.

Regarding the selected reading, I found the analysis of Robert Scholes` “On Reading A Video

Text” in the english section to be particularly interesting. The analysis emphasizes the

importance of interpreting the visual and auditory elements of a video text as well as the written

and spoken language. It also highlights the importance of context in interpreting meaning. The

analysis provides valuable insights into how to effectively analyze a video text and the different

elements to consider. The chapter also includes sample analyses from different disciplines, which

provides practical examples of how to apply analytical writing techniques. These examples cover

a range of topics from the humanities, social sciences, and natural sciences, demonstrating the

versatility of analytical writing.
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The sample analyses also illustrate the importance of tailoring the analytical approach to the

specific discipline and topic being studied. Overall, the chapter provides a clear introduction to

analytical writing and its importance in academic and professional context. The author

emphasizes the need to look closely at a text,image,or idea to develop a nuanced understanding

and to support arguments with evidence.The Chapter is well-structured, with clear headings and

subheadings that guide the reader through the content. The author uses examples throughout to

illustrate key points,which makes the content more engaging and relatable. The writing style is

concise and clear, which is important in analytical writing. The author avoids unnecessary jargon

and uses simple language to explain complex concepts. The use of active voice and direct

language also adds to the clarity of the writing.

One area for improvement could be to provide more specific guidance on how to look closely at

a text or idea. The chapter mentions the importance of analyzing details and considering different

perspectives,but it could be helpful to provide more concrete strategies for doing this effectively.

Additionally, while the chapter emphasizes the importance of evidence, it could benefit from

providing more examples of different types of evidence and how to use them effectively in

analytical writing. The inclusion of sample analyzes from different disciplines is an effective

way to illustrate the different approaches and methodologies used in analytical writing. It

provides readers with a broad understanding of how analytical writing can be applied in various

fields and how it differs based on the type of data and information being analyzed.
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For instance, an analysis of a work of literature may focus on themes,symbols,and motifs,while

an analysis of a scientific study may focus on experimental designs,data analysis,and statistical

significance. By including these examples, readers can see how analytical writing can be adapted

to different subject areas and learn specific techniques that can be applied in their writing.

Additionally, including sample analyzes from different disciplines can help readers to develop a

more nuanced understanding of the strengths and Limitations of different analytical

approaches.For example, an analysis of a historical event may rely heavily on primary sources

and qualitative data, while an analysis of a social phenomenon may use both quantitative data.

Overall, the chapter is a strong introduction to analytical writing and provides helpful guidance

for readers looking to improve their skills in this area. With some additional details on specific

strategies and type of evidence, it could be even more effective.

In conclusion, the Analytical Writing:Looking Closely chapter provided valuable insight into the

process of analytical writing and key elements to consider. The chapter emphasized the

importance of critical thinking, evidence-based analysis,and attention to detail. The sample

analyses from different disciplines were particularly helpful in illustrating how to apply these

concepts practice.


