
Unit 4

Locke, “Qualities and Ideas” (Essay. . .) — pp. 86-90

1. Explain in your own words what Locke means by a “quality” of matter

John Locke is renowned for his philosophical theories regarding knowledge, and his ideas about the 

nature of matter are particularly intriguing. According to his perspective, they composed matter” 

qualities", which are the characteristics that make it distinct from other forms of matter. There are 

two main categories of these qualities: primary and secondary. It is the primary qualities of the 

substance that can be observed directly through physical contact, such as size, shape, motion, and 

solidity, that are observable. Color, taste, and smell, however, are secondary qualities, which are 

determined by the observer and are not intrinsic to the matter.

John Locke’s theory of the qualities of matter is an intriguing one that allows us to gain a better 

understanding of the nature of matter. This view of matters helps us to recognize the importance of 

both primary and secondary qualities and how they can impact our perception of it. By recognizing 

that matter can have different qualities and that wean observe these qualities will if John Locke is 

renowned for his philosophical theories regarding knowledge, and his ideas about the.

Nature of matter are particularly intriguing. According to his perspective, matter is composed of.

"Qualities", which are the characteristics that make it distinct from other forms of matter. There are.

Two main categories of these qualities: primary and secondary. It is the primary qualities of the.

substance that can be observed directly through physical contact, such as size, shape, motion, and

Solidity, that are observable. Color, taste, and smell, however, are secondary qualities, which are

Determined by the observer and are not intrinsic to the matter.



John Locke’s theory of the qualities of matter is an enlightening one that allows us to gain a 

better understanding of the nature of matter. It is a fascinating view that encourages us to think 

more. deeply about the world and to appreciate all of its complexities. I find John Locke’s theory of 

the!

Qualities of matter to be an insightful one that provides valuable insight into the nature of matter.

 People can acquire a deeper appreciation of the complex world around us.

John Locke’s theory of the qualities of matter is an enlightening one that allows us to gain a better 

understanding of the nature of matter. It is a fascinating view that encourages us to think more 

deeply about the world and to appreciate all of its complexities. I find John Locke’s theory of the 

qualities of matter to be an insightful one that provides valuable insight into the nature of matter.

2. Give three examples of Locke's Primary Qualities, and three examples of Secondary Qualities. 

How does Locke explain the key differences between Primary and Secondary Qualities?

Examples of primary qualities include size, shape, solidity, motion, number, and mass. These 

qualities are intrinsic to an object and are not dependent on the observer. For example, a rock has a 

certain size, shape, and mass that does not change regardless of who is observing it. 

Secondary qualities, on the other hand, are dependent on the observer. Examples of 

secondary qualities include color, taste, smell, and texture. These qualities are subjective and can 

change depending on the observer. For example, a rock may appear to be red to one observer, 



while another observer may see it as blue. 

The key difference between primary and secondary qualities is that primary qualities are 

intrinsic and independent of any observer, while secondary qualities are dependent on the observer. 

Primary qualities are objectively true and can be measured, while secondary qualities are subjective 

and can vary depending on the observer. 

 John Locke's Theory of Primary and Secondary Qualities is an important contribution to the 

field of philosophy. It provides a framework for understanding the differences between intrinsic and 

subjective qualities of objects.

3. Present an example from Locke's writing that describes a material object in terms of its 

fundamental primary qualities versus its secondary qualities, and how Locke's distinction makes 

sense of the reality of that object.

John Locke’s distinction between primary and secondary qualities of an object is an critical concept 

in his philosophy. Primary qualities are those that are intrinsic to the object and cannot be altered, 

such as shape, size, solidity, and motion. Secondary qualities are those that are dependent on the 

observer, such as color, taste, and smell. 

An example of this distinction can be seen in Locke’s description of a piece of gold. He states that 

the primary qualities of the gold are its solidity, extension, figure, and mobility. These are all qualities

that are intrinsic they cannot change the gold itself and On the other hand, the secondary qualities of

the gold are its color, weight, and malleability. These qualities are dependent on the observer and 

can be changed. 

This distinction makes sense of the reality of the gold. The primary qualities are those that 



are essential to the gold, and can be observed and measured. The secondary qualities are those 

that are dependent on the observer and can be changed. Therefore, Locke’s distinction between 

primary and secondary qualities of an object is an important concept that helps to make sense of the

reality of the object. 

Locke’s distinction between primary and secondary qualities of an object is an essential 

concept in his philosophy. It helps to make sense of the reality of the object, and is a useful tool for 

understanding the fundamental nature of the object.

Berkeley, “Nothing Outside the Mind” (  Principles. . .  ) – pp. 97-102  

4. Explain Berkeley's criteria for “existence” - what does he think we mean when we say something 

is “real” or that it “exists”? Bishop Berkeley's “criteria for existence” seeks to answer the question of 

what it means for something to be “real” or to “exist”. As one of the most influential thinkers in the 

history of philosophy, Berkeley's contribution to this debate was significant. 

Berkeley's criteria for existence can be distilled down to two main points. Firstly, he argued 

that there must be a perceived of an object to make it real. In other words, objects exist only when 

we can perceive them, and this means that their existence is completely dependent on our senses. 

Secondly, Berkeley proposed that objects exist when they are actively being thought about. This 

means that for something to be real, it must be actively present in our thoughts. 

Berkeley’s criteria for existence suggests that for something to be real, it must be perceived 

by our senses and actively present in our thoughts. This philosophy has had a lasting influence on 

debates about what it means for something to exist.



5. Based on his definition of existence, why does Berkeley think we should not believe in the 

existence of independent Primary Qualities? What does this mean about the existence of matter?

Based on George Berkeley's definition of existence, he does not believe in the concept of 

independent Primary Qualities. According to Berkeley, for something to exist, it must be perceived. 

Therefore, if Primary Qualities are not being perceived, then they do not exist. This reasoning 

explains why Berkeley does not accept the idea of independent Primary Qualities. As a result, it also

means that he does not accept the existence of matter. Berkeley believes that matter is merely a 

collection of perceivable qualities, and so it follows that Berkeley would not believe in the existence 

of matter as an independent entity.

6. As a result of his critique of materialism, explain what Berkeley has to say about the ultimate 

source of all the sensory experiences we receive.

Bishop George Berkeley's critique of materialism offers a unique and thought-provoking perspective 

on the ultimate source of all the sensory experiences we receive. As a philosopher, Berkeley argued 

that only the mind and spirit exist, and that material objects are nothing more than ideas in the minds

of humans. Consequently, he reasoned that the ultimate source of our sensory experiences is not 

physical objects, but rather the mind of God.

Berkeley believed that the only way to properly explain the nature of physical reality is to 

accept that all ideas are the product of divine mind. Therefore, he argued that the physical world is 

nothing more than an illusion created by God. Berkeley's critique of materialism is an important 

contribution to the field of philosophy, as it forces us to reexamine our understanding of physical 

reality.

Berkeley's critique of materialism offers an interesting perspective on the ultimate source of 

our sensory experiences. His belief that material objects are mere illusions of the divine mind is 

revolutionary and requires us to reevaluate our understanding of the physical world. Berkeley's 

contribution to philosophy is truly remarkable, and it is worth considering his critique of materialism 



when exploring the ultimate source of our sensory experiences.


