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Betty Olsen 

Betty Olsen was born to Missionary parents in Ivory Coast, Africa. In her teens, she 

decided to follow God’s calling to the mission field. After completing her nurse training and 

graduating from Nyack Missionary College, Betty Olsen began to doubt her calling to do 

mission work. She felt far away from God and received little support during her struggles. Betty 

Olsen felt frustrated during this time and wrote, “…if this is all there is to the Christian life, then 

I don’t want it”. For a short while, she worked in Chicago as an obstetrics nurse. Eventually, 

Betty Olsen’s desire to become a missionary was renewed. In 1964, she joined The Christian and

Missionary Alliance as a missionary nurse. Her mission field was located in Vietnam where she 

faced challenges, yet, she served God and others, and dedicated her life to the Lord. 

Betty Olsen was assigned to Vietnam in 1964 during the Vietnam War. She stated that 

many people around her were concerned about her going to Vietnam. But she trusted God’s will 

and followed her calling to serve in Vietnam. She knew that she may never come back home, but

she was at peace with God and her decision. In Vietnam, Betty Olsen served for three years at a 

Leprosarium at Ban Me Thuot.

In 1968, the mission compound was attacked by the Vietcong. Betty Olsen and two 

others, Henry F. Blood and Michael D. Benge, were taken captive, chained, and moved from one

camp to another. The missionaries endured long days of hiking mountains with little to no food, 

and suffered from illnesses, skin sores and infections. 

Despite her own suffering, Betty Olsen did her best to lift up the spirits of the other 

prisoners. She shared her food with others, though she was getting little portions for herself, and 

prayed for those who were also suffering and severely ill. She was beaten and tortured, but she 
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did not show any hatred towards those who did her wrong. As Betty Olsen grew weaker and 

more fragile, she died before reaching the final camp. Fellow prisoner, Michael Benge, 

remembers Betty Olsen as a selfless woman who “never showed any bitterness or resentment. To

the end she loved the ones who mistreated her”. He is grateful to her for keeping him alive when 

he contracted malaria. She forced him to eat and drink, and nursed him when he was severely 

sick (Olsen, Betty Ann, n.d.) 

After reading Betty Olsen’s story, I was touched by her dedication to serve the Lord. 

Even after questioning her calling to do missions, she finally surrendered to the Lord and went to

Vietnam to serve as a missionary nurse. There were people that were concerned about her 

assigned field, but she did not let that stop her from serving and following God’s will. She knew 

that it was her calling, and no matter what happens to her, God is in control and everything is 

planned by Him. Until the end of her life, she was selfless and cared for others even though she 

was suffering herself. She was beaten but she did not show bitterness or resentment to the people

that hurt her.

I have always thought about becoming a missionary nurse. I have the heart and desire to 

share God’s Word and also help people. Betty Olsen’s story has inspired me to never give up 

when life seems to be confusing and to seek God during those moments of frustration. I hope and

pray that one day I can serve others and share God’s Word in another country as a nurse. I also 

recognize that the beauty of Christian nursing is that I can serve locally as well. I believe I can do

my part to show Jesus’ love by nursing and being compassionate to others right here in my own 

city. I pray that God will grant my desire to complete my nursing studies and also to strengthen 

my faith while I am here at Alliance University. 
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