
The rise of religions has played a crucial role in shaping the current course of human 
history. In this essay, we will explore the potential outcomes of different decisions 
made by key figures in the history of religion. 

Specifically, we will consider the decisions of Constantine, Ashoka, and 

Muhammad, and how these decisions could have led to alternate 

histories. 

First, let us consider the decision of Constantine. In the year 312 CE, 

Constantine won a decisive victory at the Battle of the Milvian Bridge, 

which led to his conversion to Christianity. This event was 

instrumental in the rise of Christianity as a dominant religion in the 

Roman Empire. However, what if Constantine had not converted to 

Christianity? One possible outcome is that paganism could have 

remained the dominant religion of the Roman Empire, and Christianity 

could have remained a minor sect. This outcome would have had 

profound implications for the direction of European history, as the spread 

of Christianity played a significant role in shaping the continent's 

cultural and political landscape. 

Next, let us consider the decision of Ashoka. Ashoka was an Indian 

emperor who ruled from 268 BCE to 232 BCE. He is best known for his 

proselytization of Buddhism and his efforts to spread the religion throughout 

his empire. However, what if Ashoka had not converted to Buddhism? 

One possible outcome is that Hinduism could have remained the 

dominant religion of India, and Buddhism could have remained a minor 

sect. This outcome would have had significant implications for the 

course of Asian history. The spread of Buddhism played a cardinal

role in shaping the continent's cultural and political landscape. 

Finally, let us consider the decision of Muhammad. Muhammad was known as the 
founder of Islam and was one of the most influential figures in human history. His 
decision to spread Islam throughout the Arabian 

Peninsula and beyond had a profound impact on the course of world 

history. However, what if Muhammad had not initiated his mission 

to spread Islam? One possible outcome is that the Arabian Peninsula 

could have remained a collection of tribal societies, and Islam could 

have remained a minor sect. This outcome would have had significant 

implications for the course of Middle Eastern history, as the spread of 

Islam played a cardinal role in shaping the region's cultural and 

political landscape. 

In conclusion, the decisions of key figures in the history of religion have had profound 
implications on the events of human history. The alternate 




timelines of history we have explored show us how the minute decision can have far-
reaching consequences. By understanding these alternate histories, we can better 
appreciate the power dynamics of hierarchies and the network connections that 
shape our world today. 
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