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C. Ethics & Self-Interest

1. This meets my self-interest and has no ethical impact: I am pursuing my master’s degree so 
that I can make more money

2. This is an ethical choice in which my self-interest is not involved: I choose to take 
responsibility for a patient’s bad experience in my department

3. Here is a choice that is both ethical and prudential: Not taking a bribe from a sales rep at work

D. Ethics & Religion

1. This action is religious but is outside of the ethics sphere: Wearing a suit and tie to “minister”

2. This action is ethical but is not addressed by a particular religion: Confidentiality

3. This action follows religious rules and is ethical as well: Do unto others as you want them to 
do to you

E. Ethics & Opinion

1. Here is an example of a personal opinion that is outside of the ethics sphere: Mass 
transportation is better than transporting in my own vehicle

2. Here is an example of something that is within the ethics sphere that is independent of my 
personal opinion: Stealing is punishable

3. Here is an example where my personal opinion and ethics coincide: Money embezzlers doing 
time in prison


