Research and writing week 7

Throughout the course of history, the decisions of powerful leaders have shaped the fate
of many people and nations. In this essay, we will explore the potential outcomes of alternate
histories, in which Constantine, Ashoka, and Muhammad chose a different destiny, by evaluating
their power dynamics of hierarchies and network connections in the context of the rise of
religions. We will compare the alternate histories of these three powerful figures, exploring the
impact of Constantine choosing a different religion, evaluating the potential network connections
and power dynamics

The concept of alternate history has been explored in literature and film, often
questioning what could have been if certain events had been changed in the past. One such
example is the impact of Constantine’s decision to choose a different religion in 312 CE. In his
book, The Making of Western Europe: From Antiquity to the Renaissance, N. Terpstra (2015)
examines this scenario, exploring what would have happened if Constantine had chosen a
different religion instead of Christianity. He argues that the impact of this decision would have
been significant and far-reaching. For example, it could have impacted the development of
Europe, changed the course of the Reformation, and changed the way the world views religion
today. In addition, the different religions associated with Constantine’s choice could have had a
tremendous effect on the culture and politics of Europe. Terpstra (2015) further suggests that
Constantine’s decision could have had an even greater impact on the development of religious
beliefs, as his choice of religion could have had a major influence on the religious beliefs of his

followers. Ultimately, Terpstra (2015) illustrates the potential implications of Constantine’s



decision, showing that an alternate history in which Constantine chose a different religion could
have had a profound effect on the course of history.

In his 2019 book, P Raghavan examines the potential network connections and power
dynamics of Ashoka’s rule in an alternate history. Raghavan argues that while Ashoka’s rule may
have been a powerful force in India during his reign, it is difficult to say how it would have
developed in an alternate history. He suggests that the potential outcomes could have been
profoundly different due to the lack of stability of the Mauryan Empire, as well as the influence
of foreign powers. Raghavan posits that the influence of foreign powers could have been
twofold: they could have either encouraged or discouraged the spread of Ashoka’s rule across
India. On one hand, the powerful foreign nations of the time could have seen Ashoka’s rule as an
opportunity to gain a foothold in India and expand their own power, while on the other, they may
have viewed it as a threat to their own regional dominance. Furthermore, Raghavan suggests that
the potential network connections and power dynamics of Ashoka’s rule in an alternate history
could have been significantly impacted by the lack of stability of the Mauryan Empire. If the
empire had been more stable and able to sustain itself, then it is likely that Ashoka’s rule would
have been able to expand and become stronger. However, if the empire had been weakened by
internal or external forces, then it is possible that Ashoka’s rule would have been limited and
unable to survive in the long term. Ultimately, Raghavan’s analysis suggests that the potential
network connections and power dynamics of Ashoka’s rule in an alternate history is difficult to
predict and could have been profoundly different from the actual empire that existed during his
reign.

In “Muhammad in an Alternate History” (2015) by N. Terpstra, the author examines the

possible effects of Muhammad never existing in history. Terpstra notes that the absence of



Muhammad’s leadership and teachings would have far-reaching consequences in the world. For
one, the religion of Islam would not exist, and the other Abrahamic religions, such as
Christianity and Judaism, would not have had the same influence on the world. Without
Muhammad’s leadership and teachings, there would also be little to no hierarchical structure to
the religion of Islam, and the world would have developed in an entirely different way.
Additionally, without the spread of Islam, many countries and societies would have developed
differently, as the religion of Islam has had a major impact on the history and the development of
many nations. In conclusion, the absence of Muhammad in history would have had a profoundly
different effect on the world, and examining the role of Muhammad in an alternate history can
help us to better understand the importance of his teachings and leadership in the world.

By exploring the alternate histories of each of these powerful figures, we can gain a
deeper understanding of how each of their decisions had a ripple effect throughout the world. We
can identify how their decisions impacted not only their own homeland but nations, societies,
and civilizations all over the world. Examining the network connections and the power dynamics
of hierarchies in the development and spread of their religions reveals the importance of choices
and outcomes that we may never have considered before. This alternate history exercise is an

excellent way to appreciate and analyze the vast complexities of our planet’s history.
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