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Week 5 Summary

This week the first map introduces to the area of Samaria, which is map 8-8 which takes
us to the middle region in the country. On either side there are flat coastal plains, the east and
west which are apart of the Jordan Valley. There is movement which must go through the Sharon
plain which is a bit of a challenge due to the red brown sandy soil. Most of the routes that are
mapped out here on are the base of the country. All this area including the rift valley was under
water. It eventually dried up. As we come down the Sharon plain, there is the Yarkon river. It is
the head of the springs, and in the Roman period Herod renames it to Antipatris. It becomes a
block of north and south travel.

There is the story of the loss arch of the covenant which takes place in this area where the
philistines are at Aphek and battle them at the foothills of Samaria. They go back up to get the
back of the covenant from Eli who is a wicked priest, and they bring it back to battle and it gets
lost. The Philistines are holding Aphek because they know they control all passage of north and
south. It is also the gateway to Samaria where the arch of the covenant. It is a very important
area and shows up in the Old Testament, when Paul is taken to Caesarea, and it mentions in the
book of Acts they pass through Antipatris. The Archon River are very important they affect

geography, the battles and settlements are included. Farther to the North the port of Dor is



marked several times. One of the most important cities are Joppa, Dor and up to Venisha. Gath is

one of the five philistines’ states. Goliath comes from Gath.



