
The world has changed drastically over the course of the last 1000 years, and this week we will

be exploring the primary differences between our daily lives in the 21st century and the lives of

those who lived over 1000 years ago. To begin, we will be looking at three topics: Exploring the

Differences in Communication: A Comparison of Agrarian and Modern Technologies,

Comparing the Impact of Religion on Daily Life in Agrarian and Modern Societies, and

Examining the Differences in Economic Struct

The study conducted by T Muthuprasad, S Aiswarya, KS Aditya, and others (2021)

aimed to explore the differences in communication between agrarian and modern technologies.

The authors argued that the growing technological advancements have a direct impact on

communication styles and habits, which has been a major factor in the transformation of

communication in the modern world. The authors further stated that the differences in

communication between agrarian and modern technologies are evident in the changing patterns

of communication, the presence of new media technologies, and the widespread adoption of

digital systems.

The authors conducted a survey of 1000 participants to compare the differences in

communication between agrarian and modern technologies. The results showed that the majority

of the respondents had shifted from the traditional agrarian communication system to the modern

digital systems. The survey also revealed that the respondents used mobile phones and computers

more often than any other medium for communication. Moreover, the results also showed that

the respondents used various digital platforms such as social media and messaging apps for

communication.



The authors concluded that the overall communication habits have changed significantly

over the past few decades due to the advancement of technologies. The authors also stated that

technology has enabled people to communicate more effectively and efficiently by providing

them with various digital platforms and tools. Thus, it can be concluded that technology has

played a major role in the transformation of communication from agrarian to modern

technologies.

Religion has had a profound impact on societies throughout history, and remains an

important factor in understanding the differences between agrarian and modern societies.

According to R. Inglehart, P. Norris, and I. Ronald in their 2003 book, religion has had a much

greater impact on daily life in agrarian societies than modern societies. This can be attributed to

the large amount of uncertainty and unpredictability that was associated with agrarian lifestyles.

In such societies, religion was used as a way to explain the unpredictable nature of life and to

provide a sense of security and comfort in the face of natural disasters, disease, and famine.

Additionally, religion provided a moral code of conduct for individuals and society as a whole.

Consequently, religious beliefs and practices were deeply embedded in day-to-day life in

agrarian societies. In contrast, modern societies are characterized by greater economic security,

predictability, and comfort. This has led to a weakening of religious beliefs and practices, with

individuals in modern societies relying less on religion to explain the unpredictable and relying

more on science, technology, and rational thought. Consequently, religion has a much weaker

influence on daily life in modern societies than in agrarian societies.

WN Adger’s study in World Development (1999) examines the differences in economic

structures and economic opportunities between agrarian and modern times. It is clear that there

have been dramatic changes in economic structures and opportunities over time. In agrarian



times, people relied on subsistence farming and bartering for goods. This meant that most people

were limited to the resources available in their local environment and had little control over the

production and distribution of goods. This led to a lack of economic opportunities, as there was

little opportunity to diversify or increase production. In contrast, modern economic structures are

based on the production and distribution of goods on a much larger scale. This has led to

increased economic opportunities, as it has allowed people to access a greater variety of goods

and services and to participate in the global economy. Additionally, modern economic structures

have allowed for the development of new technologies, which have further increased economic

opportunities by creating new industries and markets. As a result, modern times have seen a

dramatic increase in economic opportunities, which has led to a more equitable and prosperous

global economy.

Adger (1999) argues that the differences between agrarian and modern economic

structures and opportunities are profound. This is evident in the fact that modern economic

structures have enabled people to access a much larger variety of goods and services and to

participate in the global economy. Additionally, the development of new technologies has further

increased economic opportunities by creating new industries and markets. Ultimately, modern

economic structures and opportunities have led to a more equitable and prosperous global

economy.

This week's exercise has provided us with a unique opportunity to consider the vast

differences between modern life in the 21st century and life in the agrarian world over 1000

years ago. While we often live our lives in relative ease and comfort, with immediate access to

food and entertainment, most people living a thousand years ago had to work hard to manage

their rural lives based on an agricultural economy, relying on primitive tools and techniques to



survive. This comparison illustrates just how far we've come in such a short period of time, and

serves as a reminder of how precious modern life truly is.
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