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                      Messianism and the Messiah in the Yahad/Qumran Community 

     Several communities have individuals whom they believe saved or will save or liberate them from 

bondage. This is not different from them the Qumran  community, a Jewish sect that preserved the dead

sea scrolls. In this society, this liberation or salvage is called messianism. They believed that there would 

come two messiahs in the future; one from the house of David and the other from the house of Aaron.

     Aaron was a brother to Moses, a prophet and high priest. The Qumran community believed that since

the generation of Aaron that of the priesthood, a messiah would come to emerge from that lineage to 

restore the order of Jerusalem (Baumgarten & Joseph). The Damascus scroll confirms that there will be a

messiah from the priestly house of Aaron. Jerusalem is a historic holy place chosen by God Himself. The 

temple or the city is supposed to be kept pure. However, many years after its establishment, the temple 

has been contaminated through various forms of impunity. People had ceased observing the right 

traditions and ways of God. The Qumran community’s ideas were that a messiah would liberate and 

guide people from their wicked ways and eventually restore the glory of Jerusalem. This liberator would 

come from the prophetic and priesthood lineage.

     According to the scrolls retrieved from the caves, and Abrahamic teachings, Aaron was the de facto of

the priesthood. Aaron played a significant role in liberating the Israelites from the jaws of Pharaoh in 

Egypt. During that period, he guided his brother Moses who was close to God, in their journey from 

Egypt toward Canaan. Moreover, he and his sons were anointed to be priests at the same time. Because 

of the historical priestly anointment of him and his sons, his house is considered the priesthood. Thus, in
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matters concerning the restoration of order in Jerusalem church, The Qumran community believed that 

the messiah to restore this order would come from the house of Aaron.

     The second messiah is from the house of David, who would come to rule and restore Israel. Just like 

David, this messiah would come as a military leader and king who would lead them in wars and deliver 

victory for the Israelites (Parry et al.). Having been chosen by God, David was anointed with oil by the 

prophet Samuel as king of Israel. His lineage would then be considered the royal or simply Davidic line; it

is God’s wish for Israel to be ruled by people from the lineage of David. Some ten tribes from Northern 

Israel rejected to be ruled by the son of Solomon after his death and installed Jeroboam as their king, 

forming the Northern Kingdom of Israel. This kingdom would later be conquered, and many Israelites 

were exiled.

     The Qumran community believed that there would be a messiah who would unite the Israelites and 

restore Israel back to its golden glory. The king would only come from the anointed kingship lineage, 

which is the house of David. Furthermore, as noted in the Damascus Document, or scroll, one of the        

messiahs would be a military leader (Schiffman et al.). The Qumran community believes that this leader 

is from the house of David. 

     In conclusion, the Qumran believes that there will come two messiahs in the future. One messiah 

would be a royal king from the tribe of David, while the other one would come from the prophets tribe 

of Aaron. While the royal messiah would come to put Israel back in order, the priestly one would restore

order in Jerusalem.

                                                                                                                                                                           




