
Hugo, Colorado, on March 29, 1912, saw the birth of Dorothy Fay Davis. She grew up

primarily in Alhambra, California, in a Christian household. She received her diploma from

Pasadena College, which is now Point Loma Nazarene University, in 1934. The Good Samaritan

Hospital in Nampa, Idaho, is where Davis pursued her schooling after her time in Pasadena. The

Samaritan Hospital, which was established in 1920 and closed in 1951, had a goal which was to

train nurses for medical roles. In 1938, Davis earned her diploma from Samaritan, and in 1941,

she attended Northwest Nazarene College in Nampa to earn her bachelor of science. On

November 22, 1939, she accepted a position as a Nazarene missionary.

Dorothy Davis Cook was a Christian missionary nurse who worked in several African

countries. Her work focused on promoting maternal and child health, providing medical care to

communities in need, and sharing her faith with those she encountered. Cook's work as a nurse

involved providing healthcare services to communities in Nigeria, Chad, and the Central African

Republic. She worked to improve access to medical care, particularly for women and children,

and helped to establish clinics and hospitals in these areas(Cook, Dorothy Davis (1912- ),n.d). In

addition to her medical work, Cook was also involved in evangelism and sharing her faith with

those she encountered. She believed that healthcare and spiritual care were intertwined and

worked to share the message of Christianity with those she cared for. Cook's contributions to

healthcare and missionary work were recognized with several awards, including the Mary

Slessor Prize, which she received in 1965 for her work in promoting maternal and child health in

Nigeria. Overall, Dorothy Davis Cook's work as a Christian missionary nurse made a significant

impact on the lives of many people in Africa, and her legacy continues to inspire others to serve

in similar ways(Cook, Dorothy Davis (1912- ),n.d).



To free up her mornings and evenings for teaching and clinic visits, Davis started

working nights in the hospital at the beginning of 1943(Cook, Dorothy Davis (1912- ),n.d). She

constantly incorporated Christian education into the teaching of nursing. Dorothy Davis Cook

was a Christian missionary nurse who saw her nursing practice as an opportunity to spread the

gospel and share her faith with those she encountered. She believed that healthcare and spiritual

care were intertwined and worked to share the message of Christianity with those she cared for.

Cook saw her role as a nurse as a way to show love and compassion to others, and she often used

her nursing skills to build relationships and share her faith. She believed that her nursing practice

was a way to demonstrate the love of Christ and to bring hope to those who were suffering. In

addition to providing medical care, Cook often shared her faith through prayer and scripture. She

saw prayer as a powerful tool in healing and often prayed with her patients, asking for God's

guidance and wisdom in their treatment. Cook's work as a Christian missionary nurse was driven

by her deep faith and commitment to serving others. She believed that spreading the gospel was

an integral part of her nursing practice and worked tirelessly to share the love and hope of Christ

with those she encountered(Cook, Dorothy Davis (1912- ),n.d). Her legacy continues to inspire

many healthcare professionals today to incorporate spiritual care into their nursing practice.

As I researched and was able to get to know Dorothy Davis Cook and how she was a very

powerful Christian missionary nurse, I learned that in life you will face challenges, and when

loving God and loving to care for others you can achieve anything you pursue your mind to. It

just showed me how beautiful a Christian missionary nurse’s story can make someone think

about their own lives and reflect her life onto mines. It is something to admire and inspired me to

one day become a nurse who can spread her love of God with others and sharing that must feel

amazing and overall fulfilling. Dorothy Davis Cook's life is a powerful testimony of faith,



perseverance, and dedication to the gospel of Jesus Christ. Her commitment to spreading the

message of salvation, even in the face of discrimination and adversity, is an inspiration to all who

seek to follow Christ. One thing that may be taken away from Dorothy Davis Cook's life is the

value of putting your faith in God's providence and drawing strength from Him when things get

tough.
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