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	 What we learned in class the week was that during the reign of King Alan in the northern 

region of ancient Israel, there was a mix of political and internal stability and turmoil. Ahab was 

a successful military strategist and formed alliances with neighboring kingdoms, which ensued 

the safety and security of Israel from external threats. However, internally, the kingdoms were 

marked by divisions resulting from the marriage between Ahab or Jezebelle, a Phoenician 

princess. This coalition introduced a new religious beliefs and practices that challenged 

traditional Jewish beliefs and created a cultural clash among the Israelites. The prophet Elijah 

was the vocal opponent of worship of Baal and sought to restore the worship of the God of 

Israel. We also learned that in a dramatic showdown on Mount Carmel, Elijah challenged the 

prophets and Baal to a contest to prove the superiority of the God of Israel. In a striking display, 

Elijah called down fire from heaven to consume his offering, effectively silencing the prophets of 

Baal. Thus confirming the power of God. Despite Ahab’s successful military campaigns, the 

reign was not without internal and external conflicts. Tensions with neighboring kingdoms, 

including Syria and Assyria, resulted in military campaigns that destabilized the regions. 


