
The debate surrounding whether Christians should obey the Ten Commandments has been

ongoing since the birth of the Christian faith. According to scripture, the Ten Commandments are

found in the books of Exodus and Deuteronomy, and many have used the words of Alex Varughese in

his book Discovering the Old Testament: Story and Faith (Kansas: Beacon Hill Press, 2003) to

explore the alignment of the Ten Commandments with the Old Testament concept of salvation. In

this essay, I will address

The 10 Commandments appear in both the Old and New Testaments of the Bible. According

to PD Miller in his 2009 book, they are found in Exodus 20:1-17 and Deuteronomy 5:6-21. In the

New Testament, they are referenced in various places, including Matthew 19:17-19, Mark 10:17-19,

and Luke 18:20-22. Miller also discusses how the 10 Commandments are not only a moral code, but

also a legal code that was intended to regulate society. He argues that the 10 Commandments

represent the foundation of the law and justice system in the ancient Near East, and were intended to

be the basis for all social order. Furthermore, Miller suggests that the 10 Commandments are also a

reflection of God’s holiness, and are an expression of His character and values. Thus, the 10

Commandments are an important part of Scripture, providing a moral and legal foundation for

society, as well as a reflection of God’s character and values. (Miller, 2009).

The Ten Commandments are an important part of the Christian faith, and many Christians

believe that they should be obeyed. In his 2007 book, The Ten Commandments, A.W. Pink explains

that the Ten Commandments are not just a set of arbitrary rules, but rather a guide for living a life of

holiness and obedience to God. According to Pink, the Ten Commandments are a reflection of God's

will for His people, and they provide direction on how Christians should live their lives in a manner



pleasing to God. He further explains that the Ten Commandments are a reflection of God's character

and His desire to have a relationship with His people. Thus, it is important for Christians to obey the

Ten Commandments in order to show their commitment to God and to live a life that reflects His

will. Furthermore, Pink argues that obedience to the Ten Commandments is an important aspect of

Christian discipleship, as it helps Christians to become more like Christ and to live in a manner that

is pleasing to God. In conclusion, it is clear that Christians need to obey the Ten Commandments in

order to remain faithful to God and to live a life of holiness.

The concept of salvation in the Old Testament is closely linked to the Ten Commandments.

According to Alex Varughese in Discovering the Old Testament: Story and Faith (2003), the Old

Testament is a covenant between God and His people, and the Ten Commandments are the main

principle of that covenant. The commandments are both a code of conduct and a reminder of the

divine-human relationship. They remind the people of God's love and faithfulness to them, and they

demonstrate the importance of living in accordance with God's will. The Ten Commandments are not

meant to be seen as a way to earn salvation, but rather as a reminder of God's commitment to his

people and the importance of living a life of faith and obedience. Furthermore, the Old Testament

concept of salvation is not solely focused on the Ten Commandments, but rather on a relationship

between God and his people. God's love and mercy are the primary means of salvation, and the Ten

Commandments serve to remind us of the importance of living in obedience to His will. JH Hayes

and CR Holladay (2022) suggest that the Old Testament concept of salvation is based on a

relationship between God and His people. Through this relationship, God's will and faithfulness can

be seen and experienced. The Ten Commandments serve to remind us of the importance of living in

alignment with this relationship and to recognize God's mercy and grace.



The 10 Commandments are found in Exodus 20 and in Deuteronomy 5, and is an important

part of the Old Testament. While we can't earn our righteousness through keeping the

commandments, it is still important to follow them as they are foundational to Christianity. The New

Testament shows us numerous examples of Jesus's followers obeying the commandments,

emphasizing their importance. In the Old Testament, people believed that salvation was obtained

through their faith in God, but following the law was viewed as an act of faith and obedience to God.

Ultimately, the answer to whether Christians should obey the Ten Commandments is yes, as adhering

to the spiritual principles set out in them is essential to understanding the teachings of Jesus and the

tenets of our faith.


