
Name: Sharna Forbes

Class: TH601 NA/NOS Systematic Theology II: Christ and the Church

QUESTIONS

1. According to Bird, how is defiance against the deity manifested?
2. How did Bird describe redemptive history?
3. What is the order of salvation stated by Bird?
4. What is the doctrine of predestination?
5. All theologians agree that God “elects” people to salvation. However, they disagree on 

one point, what is this?

ANSWERS

1. According to Bird, defiance against the deity is demonstrated by moral evils perpetrated 
against other human beings, and it also discloses itself in the desperate attempt of people 
to do almost anything to avoid worshiping the Creator.

2. Bird states that redemptive history is the outworking of God’s covenantal plan. It narrates
the key events that take us from Eden to the New Jerusalem and all that lies between. It h 
takes place in several distincts, creation and fall, the patriarchs and Israel, Jesus, the 
Church, and the consummation.

3. The order of salvation is the sequence of salvation as it moves from God’s eternal 
decision to save people to their participation in God’s new creation.

4. The doctrine of predestination proposes God’s foreordaining of all events that come to 
pass, including the salvation of individuals. In effect, it includes God’s election of some 
persons for salvation and His reprobation of others for punishment.

5. The point of contention is the basis for this election. Does it lie in God’s foreknowledge 
of persons who would freely choose to believe in Him, or does it pertain to God’s free 
and inscrutable decision to save some but not others?

TERMS

Infralapsarianism: the view that puts God’s decrees in the following order. God decreed to 
create human beings, permitted the fall, elect some and reprobate others, and provided salvation 
for the elect.

Supralapsarianism: puts God's decrees in the following order. God decreed to elect some and 
reprobate others. Second, God decreed to create both the elect and reprobate. Third, he decreed 
to permit the fall of both groups. Fourth, God decreed to provide salvation only for the elect.



Sublapsarianism: puts God's decrees in the following order. God decreed to create human 
beings. Second, God decreed to permit the fall. Third, God decreed to provide salvation 
sufficient for all. Fourth, He decreed to elect some and to reprobate others.

SUMMARY

In this section, Bird walks us through the underlining story of salvation, the order of salvation, 
what the gospel achieves, and the central motif in salvation. Bird provided various viewpoints on
whether or not the incarnation was plan A or B. He also discussed the suggested order of the 
decrees pertaining to creation, salvation, and reprobation. He concludes that he doesn't think 
anyone can reasonably claim to know the logical order of the decrees in the mind of God with 
any certainty.


