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Response to Worst Jobs in History.
1) We have learned that wind power, water power and, most of all, muscle power were

the means by which jobs were done. How do you see these elements conveyed in this film?

Technology was fairly non-existence, during the agrarian age, the power/effort given into
each job at best yielded 1:1 equal results, but in most cases, there was a lot more effort invested
into simple tasks, things we take for granted today. Without the assistance of modern machines,
each job was painstakingly slow. For example, to produce the charcoal that was needed for
smelting iron, trees had to be cut down for wood, a huge kiln had to be built, then the fire had to
be monitored 24/7 for up to 100 hours. This is only one example, but this film vividly portrays
all ancient jobs in their nit and grit, so to speak, with the host participating or at least attempting

to perform any one of these numerous painstaking tasks.

2) The film is about "worst jobs" - which of these do you consider the "worst of the
worst" and why?
One thing that a film cannot transmit is smell, but their attempt in portraying the Viking

warrior was particularly interesting to me, especially lubricating the wooden logs with rotten fish



for a portage. The dead fish that had been rotting away in the box for 4 days, then had to be
mashed up and rubbed on the wooden logs, in order for the boat to glide over the logs. I don't
know if it was just me, but for a moment, I seemed to be able to smell that strong fishy scent

through the screen. For me, this is probably the worst job of all those portrayed in this episode.



