
Loyalty is a fundamental human trait that influences how we form and maintain

relationships. It is also a key factor when choosing between competing alliances. Loyalty can be

defined as a sense of devotion or commitment to a person, group, or cause. It is a powerful force

that shapes our attitudes, behaviors, and decision-making processes.

Choosing between competing alliances can be a challenging task, especially when loyalty is

involved. People may find themselves torn between two or more groups or individuals that they

care about deeply. Loyalty can create a sense of obligation or responsibility towards one group or

individual, making it difficult to choose between them. In such situations, people often face

moral dilemmas and must weigh the pros and cons of each alliance carefully.

When choosing between competing alliances, it is essential to assess the importance of each

relationship. This assessment should consider factors such as the length and depth of the

relationship, the level of emotional investment, and the impact of the decision on both parties.

These factors can help to determine the value of each alliance and provide a basis for making an

informed decision.

Another important factor to consider when choosing between competing alliances is the

level of trust and support that each party offers. Loyalty is built on trust, and it is vital to consider

which party is more likely to support and stand by you in the long run. In some cases, it may be

necessary to prioritize one alliance over the other, especially if one party is more supportive and

dependable.

When choosing between competing alliances, it is also essential to consider the potential

consequences of each decision. This analysis should take into account the potential impact on the



relationship, the individuals involved, and any other relevant parties. It is important to make a

decision that is ethical, responsible, and respectful to everyone involved.

Ultimately, loyalty is a personal choice, and individuals must decide which alliances are most

important to them. While it may be challenging to choose between competing alliances, it is

possible to make a decision that is fair, just, and consistent with personal values and principles. It

is essential to remember that loyalty is a two-way street, and both parties should work together to

build a strong and supportive relationship.

Josiah Royce had a strong presence in this lesson. One of Royce's most significant

contributions to philosophy is his theory of absolute idealism, which he developed in his book,

The World and the Individual (1899). According to Royce, reality is not composed of separate,

independent entities, but rather, it is a unified whole that is interconnected and interdependent.

He argued that the individual self is not distinct from the larger whole, but rather, it is a part of

the whole. This theory of absolute idealism influenced many later philosophers, including the

American philosopher, William James.

Another major contribution of Royce was his theory of loyalty. Royce believed that

loyalty was a fundamental moral principle that was essential for human flourishing. He argued

that loyalty was not simply a matter of personal preference or self-interest, but rather, it was a

duty that individuals owed to their community, their country, and even to humanity as a whole.

In his book, The Philosophy of Loyalty (1908), Royce developed a detailed theory of loyalty that

emphasized the importance of commitment, sacrifice, and the common good.

Royce also made significant contributions to social and political philosophy. He believed

that social cohesion and harmony were essential for the well-being of society. He argued that

individuals had a duty to work towards the common good, and that the government had a role to



play in promoting social justice and equality. Royce's work on social and political philosophy

was particularly influential in the early 20th century, as the United States was experiencing

significant social and political changes.

In addition to his contributions to philosophy, Royce was also an important figure in the

development of American pragmatism. Along with William James and Charles Sanders Peirce,

Royce was one of the founding members of the Metaphysical Club, a group of philosophers and

intellectuals who met in the late 19th century to discuss the philosophical implications of the

scientific discoveries of the day. Royce's work on absolute idealism and loyalty had a significant

impact on the development of American pragmatism, and his ideas continue to be studied and

debated by philosophers today.

In conclusion, loyalty is a crucial factor when choosing between competing alliances. It is

a complex and challenging decision that requires careful consideration of multiple factors,

including the importance of each relationship, the level of trust and support, and the potential

consequences of the decision. By making an informed decision that is consistent with personal

values and principles, individuals can navigate this difficult situation and maintain strong and

meaningful relationships with those they care about most.


