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Museum Visit Reflection

The National Museum of the American Indian is a part of the Smithsonian Institution,
located in Washington, D.C. It was established in 1989 to preserve and promote the traditional
culture and history of Native Americans. The museum is located in the Financial District of New
York City and is close to the Bowling Green subway station, making it easily accessible for
visitors. The museum focuses on the diversity of Native American cultures and highlights how
Native Americans have been impacted by colonialism and U.S. policies. The museum also
strives to educate the public about the history, culture, and traditions of Native American groups
and to promote an understanding of their contemporary struggles. It also serves to honor the
contributions of Native Americans to the global community.

What stood out most prominently among the museum's exhibits was the focus on the rich
history, culture, and traditions of Native American peoples. I was particularly struck by the
interactive exhibits that allowed visitors to learn about the various Native American tribes, their
histories, customs, and stories. I was also intrigued by the contemporary art galleries, which
featured works by contemporary Native American artists. Additionally, the museum showcased
cultural artifacts and objects, such as historical clothing and jewelry, which allowed visitors to
understand the diverse cultures of Native Americans better. This helped to highlight how vital
these artifacts are to the Native American community and the preservation of their heritage and
culture.

The staff at the Museum represent the topic and group of people exhibited in the
museum. Many of the staff members are Native Americans themselves, which helps to ensure
that the museum accurately reflects the culture and history of Native American peoples.

Additionally, the staff members are knowledgeable and passionate about the museum's mission



and are committed to educating the public on Native American history. The staff members are
also dedicated to creating a positive and welcoming atmosphere for visitors and providing a safe
learning and understanding space. Additionally, the staff members are trained to respect all
visitors and provide helpful and insightful information about the museum's exhibits.

One of the most challenging things I learned from visiting The National Museum of the
American Indian was the difficult history of Native American people in the United States.
Through the museum's exhibits and interactive displays, I learned about the devastating impact
of colonial policies on Native American communities and how Native American peoples
continue to struggle for recognition and rights. It was also challenging to learn how Native
American cultures have been appropriated and commodified by mainstream American culture
and how this has perpetuated stereotypes and injustices. Yet, through this visit, I gained a better
understanding of the challenges that Native Americans face and the importance of honoring and
preserving their culture and traditions.

Overall, my visit to The National Museum of the American Indian was a valuable and
meaningful experience. I gained a better understanding of Native American history, culture, and
traditions, as well as the various challenges that Native American communities still face today.
The museum staff were knowledgeable and passionate about the museum's mission and made me
feel welcome and respected. Through this visit, I gained a greater appreciation and understanding

of the diverse cultures and traditions of Native American peoples.
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