Week 5 Research and Writing

Had Louis XIV successfully invaded England and installed a Catholic monarch on the throne, the
consequences would have been far-reaching and profound, affecting British politics, culture,
and society for centuries to come. The Glorious Revolution of 1688, which established a
constitutional monarchy and limited the monarch's power in favor of a parliamentary system,
would likely have been suppressed. This would have prevented the development of democratic
institutions in Britain and would have had a lasting impact on the country's political culture.

The establishment of a Catholic monarch in England would have led to the persecution of
Protestant dissenters, including those who had fled to America to escape persecution. This
would have prevented the development of religious tolerance and pluralism in Britain, and may
have even led to a backlash against Catholics that could have continued for generations. The
suppression of religious dissent would have had a significant impact on British society.

The intellectual sphere would have also been affected. The Enlightenment, which was just
beginning to emerge in the late seventeenth century, may have been suppressed or
marginalized. Enlightenment figures such as John Locke may have been prevented from
developing modern political thought, and this would have had a significant impact on the
course of Western intellectual history. It is impossible to say with certainty what would have
happened, but the impact of such an event would have been profound and far-reaching.

Overall, the successful invasion and establishment of a Catholic monarch on the English throne
would have fundamentally altered the course of British history. The development of democratic
institutions, religious tolerance, and modern political thought may have been stunted. This
event could have had significant repercussions, and its impact on Western civilization may have
been significant.



