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Weekly Written Response: Wanderer's Havamal

The Wanderer's Havamal by Jason Crawford is a novel that follows the story of Eirik, a Viking 

warrior, who is banished from his homeland after the death of his father. The story takes place during 

the Viking Age and is set in Scandinavia, Iceland, and Greenland.

The novel is divided into three parts. In the first part, Eirik is forced to leave his homeland and 

wanders from place to place, trying to find his purpose in life. He encounters various characters who 

impart wisdom and guidance to him, including a wise old man, a seeress, and a fellow warrior. These 

encounters teach Eirik about the importance of loyalty, honor, and perseverance.

In the second part of the book, Eirik settles in Iceland and establishes a new life for himself. He 

marries, has children, and becomes a respected member of the community. However, his past catches 

up with him, and he is forced to confront the consequences of his actions. This part of the book 

highlights the themes of forgiveness and redemption.

The book’s third part sees Eirik leave Iceland and travel to Greenland, where he faces new challenges 

and adventures. He encounters a group of natives and learns about their way of life. This part of the 

book also explores the themes of cultural differences, respect for other cultures, and the impact of 

human actions on the environment.

Throughout the book, there are several key themes and ideas. One of the most prominent is the 

importance of honor, loyalty, and perseverance. Eirik is a character who embodies these traits, and 

they are often tested throughout the book. Another theme is the importance of learning from others 

and seeking guidance from wise individuals. Eirik's encounters with various characters highlight the 

importance of listening and learning from others.
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The novel also explores the idea of fate and the role it plays in people's lives. Eirik often contemplates

his destiny and wonders if he is in control of his own fate or if it is predetermined. This theme is 

particularly evident in the book’s second part, where Eirik's past catches up with him.

Overall, The Wanderer's Havamal is an engaging and thought-provoking novel that explores 

important themes and ideas. It is a must-read for anyone interested in Viking history and culture and 

anyone who enjoys a well-written and engaging story.


