
Required Question:

Physical changes that occur in early childhood consist of rapid physical growth, gross motor 

skills, fine motor skills, and improvement of hand-eye coordination. On the physiological side, in

early childhood, children develop language and communication skills, form attachments and 

relationships, develop cognitive skills, and emerge with self-awareness. Overall, early childhood 

is a critical period of development. The changes during this time set the foundations for a child’s 

physical, cognitive, and emotional development. 

Question 2: 

Axons of neurons are myelinated when coated with a fatty substance called myelin. Myelin is an 

insulating layer around the axons, allowing electrical signals to travel faster and more efficiently 

between neurons. In early childhood and adolescence, myelination plays a key role in 

development. A significant amount of growth and development occurs in the brain during this 

time, resulting in many new connections between neurons. As a result of myelination, neurons 

can communicate faster and more efficiently. Cognitive processes such as abstract reasoning, 

problem-solving, and critical thinking become more complex and sophisticated. 

Question 11:

Short-term memory refers to the ability to retain a limited amount of information for a short 

period of time, usually a few seconds to a minute. As we are engaged in a task, short-term 

memory is the memory system we use to temporarily store and manipulate information. As 

children develop, their short-term memory undergoes significant changes. In addition to the 

limited capacity to hold information, the fading of information when it is not repeated or 

rehearsed, the developmental progression that occurs with age, and strategies used to help 



children remember such information are some key features of short-term memory in young 

children. 

Question 13:

Early childhood is a time of rapid language development. During the first six months of an 

infant's life, he or she produces a variety of sounds, including coos and cries. They begin to 

babble repetitively around 2-3 months of age. It is common for children between the ages of 6 

and 12 months to say their first words, such as "mama" or "dada." By 18 months, most children 

can say between 20 and 50 words. At 18-24 months, children begin to form two-word phrases, 

such as "more milk." At the age of 2-3, children learn telegraphic speech, which involves leaving

out unnecessary words. They begin constructing more complex sentences in the third to the 

fourth year of a child's life. The development of pragmatic language occurs between the ages of 

4-6, meaning that children's language becomes more sophisticated and can be effectively used in 

social situations. 

Question 21:

Different parenting styles and behaviors can affect a child's personality and development. In 

addition to being responsive and warm, authoritative parents also set clear and consistent 

boundaries for their children. Children of authoritative parents tend to be confident, self-reliant, 

and socially responsible, in addition to encouraging independence and self-regulation. They also 

offer support and guidance when needed. Parental authority is strict and demanding, focusing on 

obedience and control. It is common for authoritarian parents to punish their children, enforce 

rules, and not be responsive to their needs. Children whose parents are authoritarian tend to be 

anxious, withdrawn, and may be low on self-esteem. A permissive parent may be warm and 

nurturing but not consistent with their discipline and may not have many expectations for their 

children. It is possible that they avoid conflict and are reluctant to set boundaries. Children of 



permissive parents tend to have difficulty with self-control, be impulsive, and struggle with 

academic or social skills. Uninvolved parents are distant and unresponsive, with little 

involvement in their children’s lives. It may only provide a few rules or expectations, and it may 

not provide any guidance or support. Uninvolved parents may struggle to form attachments, 

struggle to regulate emotions, and have lower academic and social skills.

 Question 22: 

Cultural, ethnic, and social class variations can have a significant impact on parenting styles. 

Different cultures have different expectations and values when it comes to parenting. For 

example, some cultures strongly emphasize obedience and respect for authority, while others 

prioritize individuality and self-expression. These cultural values can influence how parents 

approach to discipline, communication, and emotional expression with their children. In some 

cultures, parenting may be more authoritarian, while in others, it may be more permissive. It is 

important to note that cultural values are complex and can vary within cultural groups. Ethnic 

identity can also influence parenting styles. For example, research has shown that African 

American parents use a more authoritarian parenting style, while Latino parents use a more 

authoritative style. These differences may be influenced by cultural values and experiences of 

discrimination and racism. Social class can also play a role in parenting styles. Parents from 

lower socioeconomic backgrounds may have fewer resources and need more strict or 

authoritarian parenting styles to ensure their children’s safety and success. On the other hand, 

parents from higher socioeconomic backgrounds may be able to provide more opportunities for 

their children, and may use a more permissive or authoritative parenting style. 

Question 24:

There are both pros and cons to a mother working outside of the home in regards to a child’s 

social development. Some pros include increased exposure to a diverse range of people and 



experiences, increased independence, and positive role modeling. Some cons include less time 

with the mother, social and emotional adjustment difficulty, and the potential for negative 

stereotypes. The pros and cons may vary depending on various factors, including the child’s age, 

temperament, and individual needs, as well as the quality of childcare and the mother's work 

schedule. Additionally, fathers and other caregivers can also play an important role in a child’s 

social development, regardless of whether the mother works outside the home. 

Question 26:

Play is a fundamental part of children’s lives and serves important developmental and 

educational goals and functions. Play fulfills developmental goals and functions through 

physical, cognitive, and emotional development. Physical development allows children to 

develop their gross and fine motor skills as they run, jump, climb, throw, catch, and manipulate 

objects. Cognitive development allows children to develop problem-solving, spatial awareness, 

memory, and attention. Emotional development allows children to express and regulate their 

emotions, learn empathy and social skills, and develop a sense of self. Educational goals and 

functions achieved consist of active learning, curriculum integration, and differentiated 

instruction. Active learning allows children to engage in hands-on experiences that allow them to

explore, experiment, and discover new information and concepts. Curriculum integration is a 

play that can be used to support and enhance academic learning, as it can be designed to 

reinforce and expand upon curriculum concepts. Differentiated instruction allows for 

individualized and flexible learning experiences. Through play, children can work at their own 

pace, follow their own interests, and receive targeted support and feedback from teachers and 

caregivers. 


