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Film Response: Enlightenment

There are many points that make up the radical shift in human evolution that is the 
Enlightenment period. The first is the criticism of writers such as Montesquieu, who produced The 
Persian Letters, which is an examination of Europe experienced from the perspective of foreign visitors 
from Uzbekistan. Ultimately, after the shock of the exposure, the visitors realize the outdated traditions 
that they must re-evaluate in their own homeland. Voltaire, who pulled the curtain back on the idea of 
the "perfect world" that the elites tried framing the world in, as evidenced by earthquakes and other 
natural and human-inflicted disasters; Voltaire's reasoning, which promoted honesty and openness 
toward others, would eventually yield social change. Rousseau had ideas of education reform, but not in
the form of more structured classrooms. Instead, he was a proponent of allowing for more practical 
education, such as learning a trade like carpentry or agriculture. He also promoted the Middle-Class 
values of hard work and practicality. 

The origin of the Encyclopedia is another important proponent for providing access to 
information. Diderot's opinion was that our entire human experience should be explored 
unapologetically. In the Encyclopedia, we find an excellent example of sharing multiple categories of 
information on a large scale in one centralized set of books. Creating opportunities to cultivate and 
encourage inventiveness. We see examples of this on the internet today in which engineers who build a 
device then "open source" the project allowing anyone interested to contribute to its growth. 

The movement for freedom was another idea birthed during the Enlightenment period. It was 
propelled by the likes of Raynal and Equiano, who wrote of the atrocities of the Trans-Atlantic Slave 
trade. And Adam Smith argued for a free trade market, which led to ideas of individualism. Thankfully 
slavery has been abandoned as a legal form of free trade, so all people now have the opportunity to not 
only explore their individuality but also find value in themselves outside of the masses to dare to 
acknowledge that every individual's life is important. 

 


