Chapter 17
Verbal System: Contract Verbs;
Liquid Verbs; Abstracts System:
Comparative and Superlative Forms

THE BasICSs

v" Formation of Contract Verbs
v" Formation of Liquid Verbs
v"  Comparative and Superlative Degrees of Adjectives and Adverbs

A STEP BEYOND
v Additional Uses of the Nominative Case

17.1 Vocabulary

171.1 -o Stem Contract Verbs

dwondo (Srkond, dikodom)! I justify, pronounce righteous
TANPO® (TANP®, TANPOO®) I fulfll, fill

oToVpOn (GTUVPD, CTAVPOCH) I crucify

davepO® (porvep®d, davepdcm) I reveal, make known

17.1.2 -a Stem Contract Verbs

&yondw (Gyond, dyounnow) Ilove

YeEVVam (YEVV®, YEVYIo) I beget

gpwtho EpoTd, EpoTnom) I ask, ask a question, request
EMEPOTA® Iask

Cao (o, (Now) I live

!Because of the regularity of their formation, the principle parts of contracts verbs are not
given and need not be memorized.
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opdm (6pd, dyopon [diff. stem]) I see [second aorist: eldov; perfect:
gdpaka or Edpaxal] (cf. “optic”)

17.1.3 -¢ Stem Contract Verbs

Intéw ((ntd, Inthow) I seek, I look for

KOAED (KOA®, KoAéoo [irreg.]) I call
EMKAAED I call, name; middle: I invoke, appeal to
TOPOUKUAE®D I beseech, exhort, console

AoAE® (AOAD, AoAnoo) I speak, give forth a sound

TOLE® (TOL®, TOINoW) I do, make, practice

mpEio (Tpd, TNPHO®) I keep, observe, fulfill

17.14 -AA or -A Stem Liquid Verbs

AvoyyEAL®
I report, announce, proclaim (pf. act.: &vfyyyeixao)
aroyyEAA®, AmoryYEA®, &N yyelda, , ATNyYEAN Y
I report, announce, proclaim
AMOGTEALD, ATOCTEAD, ANESTEIAD, ATECTUAKN, BTECTAALNL, ATECTOUANY
I send away, send out
Barrw, Bord, EBarov, BEPAnka, BEPANLOL, EBARONY
I throw, put, place
doeilw (Occurs only in present and imperfect tenses.)
I owe, am indebted, ought, must, am obligated (with infinitive following)
TOPUYYEAL®D
1 give orders, command

17.1.5 -v Stem Liquid Verbs

AmOKTEIVD or AMOKTEVY®, ATOKTEV®, dnéktevo, ——, ——, dmekTavOny
I kill
-Bawow, -Broopot, -epny, -BéPnka, ——, -PHONY

avaPaive, dvaphoopon, &vépny, dvaBépnia
I go up, come up, ascend
Kartofoive
I go down, come down, descend
Kpivo, kpv®d, Expwva, KEKpKa, KEKPLLOL, EKpiOny
I judge, consider, decide
pLévm, LEV®, Elevo, PEpEVIKOL
I remain, stay, abide
daiveo, —, Edava, —, , Edovny
I shine, give light, become visible
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The - verb conjugation has two subcategories that present special problems in
formation. Contract verbs are verbs whose stems end in the vowel a, €, or o. Liquid
verbs are verbs whose stems end in a liquid or nasal consonant—A\, A\, v, or p.? Both
subcategories use the regular endings of the -® conjugation. The variations that occur
in formation concern linking vowels, stem changes, and changes in accentuation; they
do not concern function or meaning.

17.2 Formation of Contract Verbs

The GNT does not contain the lexical forms of contract verbs, such as ctovpdo,
Opauw, or moléw; rather, the forms ctavp®, 6p®, and mod occur. The lexical forms
are shown with the contract vowel, and should be learned this way to make it easier to
predict how these verbs will inflect. Because there is no tense suffix with the first prin-
cipal part, linking vowels are attached directly to stems in the present and imperfect
tenses. With verb stems that end in a, &, or o, these vowels contract when combined
with linking vowels, resulting in long vowels or diphthongs. In the other five principal
parts (where the tense suffixes -6- or -i- are attached directly to the stem), the stem
vowel lengthens (0 = w; a/e —» ).

17.2.1 General Rules of Vowel Dominance in Contraction

+ Of the three contract vowel sounds, O is the most dominant, followed by A
and E.

» O overcomes all other vowels or diphthongs, resulting in @ or ov. However, if
an iota or subscript is present, the result is ¢ or ou.

» O overcomes A vowels or diphthongs, resulting in ® or @ (if an iota or sub-
script is present).

¢+ O overcomes E vowels or diphthongs, resulting in ov (with short vowels), o
(with long vowels), or ou (if a subscript is present).

¢ A overcomes E vowels or diphthongs, resulting in & or ¢ (if an iota or sub-
script is present). A prefers to form long vowels or improper diphthongs
rather than proper diphthongs.

¢ Eisweak and is absorbed unless combined with another short vowel: £ + £ =
gL, E+ 0 = OV,

» lis tenacious and always produces an i-diphthong (ot or €t) or a subscript (ot
or ).

A and p are liquid consonants, but v is a nasal. However, stems ending in all three conso-
nants are grouped together as “liquid verbs” because of the similarity in their formation.
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17.2.2 -o Stem Contract Verbs

stem + linking = resulting
ending vowel(s) contraction
o + ® = ®
0o + o,ov,0ore = ov
o + qoret = OLOr®

Present Active Indicative of otavpow, I crucify

Singular Plural
1 otavp @ (6 + o) ostowp 0D pev (0 + opev)
otap oig (0 + £1¢) otoop oD 1€ (0 + £18)
otowp ol (0 + el ctavp od o (0 + ovo)

Present Middle/Passive Indicative of otavpom

Singular Plural
1 orowp od pot (6 + opon) otovp 00 ueba (o + opeda)
2 octovpol(d+1n) ctowp 0d o0t (0 + e0be)
otavp od o (0 + eTo) ctavp 0d vton (6 + ovton)

Imperfect Active Indicative of ctavpow

Singular Plural
1 &ctoop ov v (o +ov) gotoup 0D pev (0 + opEY)
2 &ctobp ov ¢ (0 + €g) goTowp 0 1e (O + £18)
gotadp ov (0 +€) g¢atorop ov v (0 + oV)

Imperfect Middle/Passive Indicative of ctavpow

Singular Plural
1 &ctoup od unv (o + ouny) g¢otowp 0¥ pebo (0 + opeba)
gotavp 0 (6 + ov) ¢otowp 00 o0t (6 + eob¢)
3  gotowp o 1o (O + £10) ¢otowp 00 vto (6 + 0v10)

17.2.3 -a Stem Contract Verbs

stem + linking = resulting
ending vowel(s) contraction
o + o,0v,0r® = ®
o + gorm = o

o + norer = o
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Present Active Indicative of 6pQw, I see

Singular Plural
op = (& + w) op @ pev (& + ouev)
op G (& + e1g) Op & 1€ (& + e18)

op ® o1 (& + ovo)

Present Middle/Passive Indicative of 6pciw

Singular Plyral

1 Op @ pou (& + opai) op & puebo (o + Opedor)
2 opa(+m) op & oBe (& + ec0¢)
op

3  6p & ton (& + eTon) ® vton (& + ovton)

Imperfect Active Indicative of 6pa®

Singular Plural
1 éopov(a+ov) Eop @ pev (& + opev)
£0p ag (o0 + £c) Emp & 1€ (& + £78)
gop o (o +¢) Eop o v (o + ov)

Imperfect Middle/Passive Indicative of 6pdi@

Singular Plural
Ep o punv (a + dunv) gop o peba (o + 6peboy)
gop @ (& + ov) £wp & o0 (G + £60¢)
£wp & 10 (& + £10) £wp @ vto (& + ovto)

17.2.4 -& Stem Contract Verbs

stem + linking = resulting
ending vowel(s) contraction
€ + ® = ®
€ + oorov = oV
e + 1 = n
€ + eorel = £l

Present Active Indicative of woréw, I do/make

Singular Plural
1 motd (¢ +w) nol oD pev (€ + ouev)
not €i¢ (€ + e1g) mot €1 1€ (¢ + £18)

3 moiel (¢ +¢y) ol oD o1 (€ + ovol)
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Present Middle/Passive Indicative of notéw, I do/make

Singular Plural
1 mouod po (€ + opowy) not 00 peba (& + 6peboy)
notf) (E+1) nol £1 B¢ (£ + £cBe)
3  mot gl ton (€ + eTo) ot 0D vrou (€ + ovtan)

Imperfect Active Indicative of moté®

Singular Plural
1 &mol ovv (& + oV) gnol oD pev (€ + ouev)
grol e1 ¢ (€ + €¢) gnol el 1e (£ + e18)
gnot el (e +¢g) gnol ov v (€ + ov)

Imperfect Middle/Passive Indicative of moté®

Singular Plural
gmot 00 punv (e + 6unv) g¢mot 00 pedo (& + 6pebor)
g¢nor 0D (£ + ov) gnot €1 60¢ (¢ + £00¢g)
¢not €1 10 (¢ + £10) érot od vio (¢ + ovto)

The following chart summarizes the rules of vowel contract learned thus far.” The
far left column presents the final stem vowels of contract verbs. The top horizontal
row has the various linking vowels. A given contraction may be found at the point of
intersection beween the two variables.

€ €& M O 0V O
0 OV O ® OV 0V O
a o o o 0 O o
€ & €& M OV OV O

17.2.5 Principal Parts of Contract Verbs

To repeat, only the first principal part (present and imperfect tenses) exhibits the
contraction of stem and linking vowels. With the other principal parts, the vowel that
ends the stem lengthens (0 - ®; a/e - 1) before the tense suffix and endings are
added.! Otherwise, the principal parts of contract verbs are quite regular.

3 Additional combinations can occur. Appendix 2, table 10, contains a comprehensive
chart of verb contractions.

“xoLéw is an exception. It retains the € in the second and third principal parts but has a
lengthened stem vowel in the remaining principal parts: koA®, kaléow, Ekdreoa, KEKAMKOL,
KeKAnpon, EKAnonw.
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Consider the principal parts of pavepdw, dyondw, and tnpéwm:

Present Future Aorist Perfect Perfect Middle/ Aorist
Active Active Active Active Passive Passive

dpavepd  davepdon Edavéipoca medovépoka medavipopor  EdoavepdBny
&yond dyanficw  Aydrnoo fryémmio fiyGmnpon fiyoamnOny
mpd mpnHow itnpnoo TETHPTKOL TETAPTLOLL dtnpnénv

Rules of accentuation pertinent to contract verbs are found in appendix 1, p. 266.

17.2.6 Non-Contract Verbs with Contract Linking Vowels in the Future Tense

Several verbs that do not have o, o, or ¢ for a stem ending manifest the linking
vowels of the present-tense contract verbs in the future tense. The future of &no8vyjckm
shows a contracted form: &noBaveitai (Rom 5:7) and &roBoveicBe (John 8:21, 24).
In Matt 10:29 a future form of nintw occurs: neceiton. Matthew 15:14 is another in-
stance: tecodvtan. Note that all of these future forms are deponent.

17.2.7 -1lw Verbs in the Future Tense

Some verbs that end in -1l delete the { and use the present contract linking
vowels of the -¢ stem type to form their futures. Among these are the verbs 8yyi{w,
gATiCo, koBapilm, and xaBilw, which were introduced in ch. 11.

17.3 Formation of Liquid Verbs

Liquid verbs (stems ending in A, AX, v, or p) show peculiarities in forming the
future and aorist tenses especially. Usually the verb stem varies from the first principal
part and the tense suffix -6- disappears.

17.3.1 Future Tense, Active and Middle Voices

The linking vowels and endings of the future tense, active and middle voices (e.g.,
BoA®, Baloduan), are identical to those of the present tense, active and middle/pas-
sive voices, of the -e® contract verb noiéw.® Observe carefully the following conjuga-
tions of Bad® (I will throw) and Baiodpan (I will throw in my interest). Compare
them with noi® and notodpon (pp. 151-52). The identifying marks of the future tense
are the stem change, the circumflex accent, and the linking vowel diphthongs.

*Theoretically, the future of a liquid verb is formed by the attachment of -eo- (the tense
suffix preceded by a euphonic vowel) to the stem. The intervocalic & drops out and the remain-
ing & contracts with the linking vowel(s)—hence the -e- stem contract verb linking vowels.
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Future Active Future Middle
Singular Plural Singular Plural
1 BoAd Baiodpev Baiodpor Poroduebo
2 Pokeig Poheite BaAf BoAeicbe
3 Borel  Porodouv) BaAgitor  Porodvron

Often both the stem and the accent will indicate which tense is being used. There
are verbs, however, that show differences only of accent. (Even this distinction some-
times disappears; when it does, the reader is completely dependent upon context.) One
such verb is kpive. Compare the following:

Present: Kpivo, kpiverg, kpivel, kpivopev, kpivete, kpivovou(v)
Future: KpW®, Kpweig, KPvel, kpvodiey, kpweite, kpivodou(v)

The future tense form associated with Aéyo is liquid and also follows this scheme:

2 A 2

p®d, Epeic, Epel, Epoduev, épeite, Epodoi(v).

17.3.2 First Aorist Tense, Active and Middle Voices

The third principal part of liquid verbs usually undergoes an internal lengthening
of vowels (e.g., present uéve but aorist uewva) and loses the -o- tense suffix. It is still
considered a first aorist form, however, since it uses the aorist o/ linking vowels with
the typical secondary active or middle endings. The paradigms of Euewva (I remained)
and guewduny (I remained in my interest) follow:

Liquid First Aorist Active Liquid First Aorist Middle
Singular Plural Singular Plural
1 g pew a ¢ pelv o pev guew & pny € pew & peba
guevog & puelvate ¢ peiv @ ¢ peiv o o0e
g pewe guswav guetvato & pev o vto

Most liquid verbs have first aorists. If the verb has a second aorist, the conjugation
follows the normal second aorist pattern (cf. éBadov, from BaAlm).

Not all liquid verbs exhibit the typical liquid-verb traits in the second and/or third
principal parts. For example, the stem of &poptévem forms the second, third, and
fourth principal partslike an -auo contract verb (&papticn, Hubptnoa, Huaptnka).®
The verb mivw has a deponent, non-liquid future tense: Tiopou.

§ Actually, the disappearance of the v in the second, third, and fourth principal parts leads
to a compensatory lengthening of the o to 1 before the tense suffix.
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17.4 Comparative and Superlative Degrees of Adjectives and Adverbs
17.4.1 Formation

Adjectives exhibit one of two basic patterns to form the comparative and superla-
tive degrees (see p. 7, Adjectives and Adverbs).

1. The comparative suffix -tepog, -, -ov is quite common, but the superlative suf-
fix -(t)orog, -1, -0V is very rare (four times in the GNT). Hence, UIKPOTEPOG,
the comparative form of pikpog, small, occurs five times in the GNT, but the
superlative pikpotarog, smallest, does not occur at all” The comparatives de-
cline like first- and second-declension adjectives.

2. The comparative form -()av, -()ov, -()ov follows a third-declension pattern.
The superlative form -16t0g, -n, -ov is far more common than the form -TOLTOG.
EhaioswY, lesser, and ELéx1510G, least, illustrate this pattern.?

Adverbs do not decline, but like adjectives they can form comparative and superla-
tive degrees. As with adjectives, adverbs form degrees following two main patterns:

The most common comparative adverbial form uses the neuter singular form of the
comparative adjective suffix -tepog. Thus the comparative of &vo, above, is &vdtepov,
further above, higher. A variation of this is to form the adverb by adding the adverbial
ending -wg to the same suffix (cf. nepioodc, abundantly, and repiocotépug, more
abundantly.)®

For words that form their comparative and superlative adjectives using -twv and
-16706, the respective adverbs are formed using the neuter singular form of the com-
parative adjective and the neuter plural form of the superlative adjective. Thus the
comparative of the adverb toxéwg, quickly, is té1ov, more quickly, and the superla-
tive is téeyiota, most quickly, very quickly.

Some words combine the two patterns above. Thus the comparative adverb of
&yy0g, near, is &yyhtepov, nearer, and the superlative is #yyiota, nearest.

"mp&TOg, first, earliest, foremost, stands out as a very common superlative—it is even
more common than its comparative form. np®tog is formed from the preposition npd and
the ending —atog. The comparative form is Tpotepoc (former, earlier, more prominent; the
adverb is mpotepov [formerly, earlier]).

*In addition to illustrating the -(1)wv, -16T0¢ endings, these words also demonstrate that
stems may change in the comparative and/or superlative categories from what you would ex-
pect; Ehaioowy and léixiotog are the comparative and superlative forms of uikpog. Rather
than modifying the stem of wkpég, they derived from an altogether different stem in the
Classical era. A paradigm for the -(1)wv/-ov pattern is found in the declension of peilov, -ov
in appendix 2, Table 5, “Adjectives.”

*The formation of the superlative degree of the adverb using the suffix -tatov (or ~torTeg)
does not occur in the New Testament.
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17.4.2 Function

The comparative adjective is usually followed by the genitive case or the particle f
and translated “ er than” or “more _ than.”

Mark 1:7 Epyeton 6 ioyVPoTEPOG OV SO HOV.
The one more powerful than I [am] is coming after me.

John 15:13  peiova tadTng dyanny oddeig Exet.
No one has greater love than this.

By the New Testament period, the superlative form was dying out, and compara-
tive forms were used as both comparatives and superlatives. So, where English idiom
would use the superlative, Greek will frequently have the comparative. For example,
in Matt 13:32 the mustard seed is described as 6 pikpoTepOV péV E0TV TAVTOY TAY
oneppdtov = “which is the least [lit., lesser’] of all the seeds.” When the superlative
does occur, it only occasionally functions as a true superlative (o nieiocton dvvapels
adb1od = “most of his deeds of power” [Matt 11:20]); more often it has only a height-
ening or elating force, with the sense of “very.” Compare Mark 4:1 (0xrog mAeioTOg
= a very large crowd) with the parallel in Matt 13:2 (§xAot moldoi = a large crowd);
see the same phenomenon reversed with Mark 11:8 (toAAol = many) and Matt 21:8
(mheioTog BxAog = a very large crowd).

17.5 Additional Uses of the Nominative Case

Although the nominative is the normal case for the subjects of verbs, this is not
always the case. Titles and salutations such as “Grace and peace to you,” for example,
are commonly in the nominative. When a nominative occurs without an immediate
grammatical connection to a particular sentence, it is referred to as a nominative ab-
solute or independent nominative. In many cases, there is a logical connection between
the nominative and some part of a closely associated sentence, as in Acts 7:40:

6 yap Movoeg 0010g, & 8EHyoyev Hipog €k yiig Alyvmrov,
odk oidopev Ti Eyéveto adTd.

As for this Moses, who led us out of the land of Egypt—
we do not know what happened to him.

One of the common uses of the nominative case is as the predicate nominative
in a sentence featuring the verb “to be” or one of its equivalents. Thus in the sentence,
“Jesus is the Son of God,” both the subject, “Jesus,” and the predicate nominative, “Son,”
would be in the nominative case. A variation on the predicate nominative occurs in
situations involving naming. After the passive form of the verb kaAéw or following
the terms dvopa or dvouarty, the nominative case will often be used to give someone’s
name. For example:
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Luke 1:32 viog dyicTov!’ kAnbfoetar.
He will be called Son of the Most High.

Luke 2:21 £KAN0N 10 Svopo advtod Incods.
His name was called Jesus.
Sometimes the name will be linked to a previous nominative referent:

Luke 10:38  yvv1y 8¢ 115 dvopoatt Mdpba . . .
Now a certain woman, by name Martha . . .

or
Luke 19:2 avnp dvopat karobuevog Zakyaiog

a man by name called Zacchaeus

In other instances, a person’s name may simply be introduced into the text, es-
sentially grammatically independent of the sentence (although one could call it ap-
positional in relation to the subject).

John 1:6 ‘Eyéveto &wBpwnog . . . vopo adtd Todvvng.
A man came. . . ; his name was John [or “named John™ lit.,
“name to him John”].

EXERCISES

A. Translate the following sentences into English:

L. &l éue €dlwEa, kal Dpog dubEovow: el 1OV Adyov pov Etnpnoay, Kal
OV DUétepov* Tnpncovcy.

2. obKéTt Aéym dpdg ovrovg,"! 1L 6 odrog odk oldev Ti motel adtod 6
Kkbprog” dpag ¢ eipnia pidovg* 1t mhvra & fixovoa mapd Tod TaTPHS
pov Eyvopioa* duiv.

3. Amexpifnoov koi eimay ohtd, ‘O monp Hudv ABpodiy Eotiv. Aéyel adToic
0 Inootg, Ei téxva 10d APpady fite, T Epya 10 ABpodip émoreite:

4. vov 8¢ {nreité pe dmokteivon,? dvBpwrov dg thv dAnBeioy Huiv
Aedddnka {iv" fixovoa topd 10D 80D’ T0dT0 APpadiu odk Enoincey.

A true superlative!

""Notice the double accusative construction. The two objects stand in apposition to each
other, each modifying the verb. See p. 11, Sentences, ex. 6, and ch. 5, p. 41.

"*The infinitive &mokteivou (to kill) complements and clarifies the idea initiated by {nteite
and so is part of a verbal chain. Together they take pe as a direct object. AvBpwnov stands in
apposition to pe, modifying it. More discussion of infinitives as objects is found in ch, 23.

*Notice that in this relative clause a first person verb is used despite the fact that the rela-
tive pronoun already holds the position of the subject. In all likelihood the verb anticipates
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10.
11.

12.
13.

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

. dueig moteite T Epyc 10D TOTPOG DUdV. elnoy [ovv]" ardt®, Hpelg &k

ropvetac* ob yeyevvnuedor Eva notépa EYopey TOV Beov.

. & youp TG vOOg Ev Evi AOY® memAfpoToL, £V 1® Ayamnoeig Tov

nAnociov* cov dg cEOVTOV.

glnev adroic 6 Inoode, Ei 6 8edg matip dudv A, fyamdte &v gug, EYD
yép £k 10D Be0d EEALBOV Kol fike* 0DBE yop & povtod EANiuda,
AAN EKelVOG pe AMESTELAEY.

. podprot oi kaBopot* Tf kopdiel, Ot od1tol Tov B0V dyovtal.
. kod fpelg phpropeg néviay dv énoincev Ev e Tf xope* 1oV Tovdainv

Kol Tepovcornp.*

AN 2pei Tig, Zb mioTw Exelg kéy® Epyo EXo.

ob mioTedelg 61t elg Bedg EoTv; KOAMS* TOLElG Kol oL dopovia
MGTEDOVOIY Kol dpiocove.?

ABpodp 6 mathp Hipdv odk E§ Epyov £dukondon;

6 motog &v hayiote* kol v TOAAG moTog E0Tw, Kod 6 &v Bhayicto
&ducogt kol &v TOAAD &dIKOG ECTIV.

paképot oi eipnvornotol,* dtu adTol viot Beod KAndncovon.

el 8¢ Tic dyamd OV 826y, obrog EyvesTon H1” ardTod.

£l 0DV Aowid KoAel 0DTOV KOPLOV, TdG Vidg ardToD EoTLy;

310" 2xANON 6 dypog* Ekelvog Aypog Afpartog g Tfig chuepov.t

*Hy 8¢ dvBpwnog &k 1@V Gapioainy, Nukoédnpog dvopa: DR, pyov
16V Tovdaimv.

B. Translate the following sentences into Greek:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The saying was spoken in the light.

I live in peace; I love my brother and sister.””

He had been healed by the power of the Spirit’s fire.
What did you (sg.) do? What is truth? Are you a king?
Many will come and all will be baptized.

the first person verb fikovoa that immediately follows. An awkward literal translation might
be: “a person who I spoke.” The easiest way to resolve this in translation is to treat the verb as
though it were third person: “a person who spoke.”

4The brackets here indicate that the word is omitted from some NT manuscripts.

15To form the Greek word for “sister,” add a first-declension, pwvii-type ending to the
adeld- stem.



