Chapter 16
Nominal and Abstracts Systems:
Third-Declension Neuter Nouns;
Adjectives and Numerals
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Adjectives and Numerals
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16.1 Vocabulary

Formation of Third-Declension Neuter Nouns
A Summary of Third-Declension Nouns Presented in the Text

Translation Tips for nég, néioo, Tav

16.1.1 Stems Ending in a Liquid or T (not -uat)

0d¢, ®10g, O
ndp, nupdg, 1O
Bdwp, Bdatog, 1O
ddg, dTOHG, TO

16.1.2 -pua/-poazvog Type Neuter Nouns

olpa, aipotog, 16
BéAnpo, Bsdfporoc, 16
dvopa, dvopazoc, 16
Tvedua, TVEDIOTOC, TO
pfine, piparog, 16
OTEPUOL, OTEPUATOS, TO
OTOHM, GTOUOTOG, TO
odua, SOUNTOC, TO

ear (cf. “otology”)

fire (cf. “pyre”)

water (cf. “hydroplane”)

light (cf. “photograph,” “photosynthesis™)

blood (cf. “hematoma™)

will

name (cf. “onomatopoeia”)

spirit, breath, wind (cf. “pneumatic”)
word, saying

seed, descendant(s) (cf. “sperm”)
mouth (cf. “stomach”)

body (cf. “psychosomatic”)
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16.1.3 -oc/-ovg Type Neuter Nouns

race, descendants (cf. “genealogy”)
nation, pl.: nations, Gentiles (cf. “ethnic”)

Yévog, YEVOug, TO

£0voc, £Bvovg, T0

gto¢, £r0vg, 1O year

uérog, LEAOVG, 10 member, part, limb (of the body, whether
literal or figurative)

uépog, LEPOG, 10 part (often geographical or quantitative)

3pog, Bpovg, 10 mountain

nAfBog, TAnBovg, 1O multitude, crowd (cf. “plethora”)

6KOTOG, GKOTOVG, TO darkness

téhog, T€AOVG, TO end (cf. “teleology”)

16.1.4 Adjectives and Numbers

aAnONg (M/F), &Anbég (N) true
dmog, oo, oy whole, all, everybody
600 two (cf. “duet”)

elc, pla, Ev

HEYOIG, HEYOAN, HEYOL

oddeic, oddepio, 0VIEV

néc, Thoo, TV

TOADG, TOAAT, TOAD

técoopeg (M/F),
téccapa (N)

tpeic (M/F), tpia (N)

one

great, large (cf. “megalomania”)
no, no one, nobody, nothing
all, every, whole

much, many (cf. “polygon,
four (cf. “Tetragrammaton”)

» «

polychrome™)

three (cf. “triangle”)

16.2 Neuter Stems and Endings

16.2.1 Consonant Stem Endings

There are three basic types of neuter third-declension nouns: those with stems
ending in liquids or -; those ending in -pog and those originally ending in -e¢
(-0g/-0vg type).
16.2.2 Neuter-Case Endings

Once the masculine/feminine endings are memorized, the neuter will be easy.
Note the following simple rules for the neuter third declension:

1. 'The neuter genitive and dative endings are the same as the masculine/feminine.
2. The nominative and accusative singular have no endings.

3. The nominative and accusative plural endings are like their second-declension
counterparts: -d.
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Singular Plural
N/V  none -0
G -0¢ -0V
D -1 -o1(v)
A none -ol

16.3 Formation of Third-Declension Neuter Nouns

16.3.1 Stems Ending in a Liquid or T

nOp, mopdg (fire) provides the most “regular” paradigm of the neuter third de-
clension in that the stem never changes. In ¢®¢, ¢otdg (light), and B8wp, Vdatog
(water), the t of the stem changes to ¢ or p in the nominative and accusative singular
because a Greek word, if ending in a consonant, can end only in v, p, or ¢.

Singular
N/V w0 =ndp 0 ddg 0 VOwp
G 100  7upoC 100 dmTOg 700  VdoTog
D M wopl @ dotl ™ BduTL
A 0 Top T 0h¢ 0 Vowp

Plural

N/V 16 moph o ddOTo o Ddata
G OV TOPHY OV  dhTOV TV VOXTWV
D 10l mupotl 10ic dwol t0ig Vdaou(v)
A 0 Tupd W dTa T Vdata

16.3.2 -pa/-pozos Subtype

A common form of neuter third-declension noun has a stem ending in -post-.
With these words, the © simply drops out in the nominative and accusative singular
(again because Greek words cannot end in 1). The resulting onéppa is not to be con-
fused with the plural orépuara.

10 oTEPULA, TOD OREPULATOS, seed

Singular Plural
N/V 16 onépua T0  OTEPLOTO
G 10D onrépuartog TV omEPUATOV
D 1 onépuoatt T0lg onéppoci(v)
A 10 ornépuo TO  CTEPUOTOL
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16.3.3 -o0g/-ovg Type

A significant group of neuter nouns originally had stems that ended in -£c. In most
cases, the o has dropped out and the stem and suffix vowels have contracted. The ex-
ceptions are the nominative/accusative singular, where the second -g- of the stem has
changed to an -o-, and the dative plural, where the original stem -g- remains. The un-
contracted forms are included in parentheses so that you may see how neuter endings
are still being employed. You need learn only the resulting forms.

10 PéPOG, T0D nEPoVg, part

Singular Plural
N/V 10 uépog w0 pépn (pepeoco)
G 100 pEPOVG (HEPESOQ) OV pep@V (pHepecmy)
D @ péper (pepecy) toig pépeoct (pepecot)
A 10  Uépog w0 uépm (pnepeoa)

These nouns are notorious for confusing the beginner because of obvious likenesses to
the masculine and feminine nouns of the first and second declensions.! Give careful
attention to clues provided in the context by the article and/or other modifiers.

16.4 A Summary of Third-Declension Nouns Presented in the Text

CONSONANT STEMS VOWEL STEMS NEUTER NOUNS
Masculine Feminine Feminine Masculine Neuter
Singular Singular Singular
N/V Gpyov vog ghmic XapLg nohg Boothevs dvopo yévog Bdwp
G &pyoviog® vuktog EAmidog xGpirog norewg  Poociiimg dvopatog vEvovg Hdotog
D &pyovii vokti  eAmidt  xdpot TOAEL Baoihel ovopart  yéver  Bdoatt
A Gpyovio vikta Eimido  ydpw oMy Baoctiéa Svopa yévog  Vdop
Plural Plural Plural
N/V &pyovieg vokteg SAmidE XOplieg nOhelg Baoireic ovouato  yévn  bdarto
G 4pydviov vuktadv éAridev yopitov noreov  Baciiéov dvopdtev yevdv  HidTOv
D  @&pyxovor vkl gAmior  yapioi ndheot Baciiedot dvopaot  yéveot bdaotl
A apyoviag voktog EAmidag xoaprrag nOAELG Baoirelg dvopato  yEvr  Bdato

'E.g., pépog is neuter nominative or accusative singular, not masculine nominative sin-
gular (as in A6Y0g); Hépoug is neuter genitive singular, not masculine accusative plural (as
in Aoyoug); and pépn is neuter nominative or accusative plural, not feminine nominative
singular (as in pov1).

The boldfaced endings are uniform. There are other third-declension forms that occur
infrequently, but seldom will these so diverge from the patterns presented in this text as to
stymie the student.
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16.5 Adjectives and Numbers

In chs. 5 and 6, you were introduced to first- and second-declension adjectives
that had three distinct sets of forms for the masculine, feminine, and neuter genders
(e.g., GryaBog, dryodn, &yai®6v). What follows are adjectives and numerals of the third
declension alone or of a mix of the third and other declensions.

16.5.1 Third-Declension Adjectives and Numerals

0vo, dvoi(v). The number “two” has only two forms (plural forms, of course!): 800
functions for the nominative, genitive, or accusative; dvoi(v) for the dative.

tpeic, Tpia. “Three” has a vowel stem-ending and declines like moAic. The neuter
nominative and accusative is formed with the expected -o ending. Note again the
common genitive and dative forms.

Plural
M/F M/F/IN N
N 1peig Tplo
G PLOdY
D PpLoi(v)
A 1peig Tpic

téooapeg, éooapa. “Four” has aliquid stem ending and declines like Op, TUPOG
(with masculine/feminine endings -eg and -ag for the nominative and accusative).

Plural
M/F M/F/N N
N 1téocapeg TEGCAPO
G TECoGpOV
D téccapoi(v)
A téoooapog TéEcoop

aAndns, aAnbés. Adjectives such as “true” are numerous, but none occurs more
than twenty-seven times in the GNT. Nevertheless, the student should be familiar
with their pattern. There are two points to consider:

1. The neuter declines like yévog, yvovg (except that the nominative/accusative
singular has the original -e¢ stem).

2. The masculine/feminine nominative and accusative forms reflect the loss of the
stem - and the resulting vowel contraction.
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Singular Plural
M/F M/E/N N M/F M/F/N N
N &inbng ainBéc  aAnBeig aAnoq
G ainbodg aAnodv
D aAnBel aAnBéo(v)
A &dndn aAnBéc  aindeig oAnof

16.5.2 First- and Third-Declension Type

elc, uta, &v. The number “one” in Greek calls to mind the prepositions &ig (into)
and v (in), but the number is accented and has a rough breathing mark. Naturally,
the Greek for “one” declines only in the singular. The masculine and neuter forms
are third declension. The feminine gender, however, declines like a kapdio-type first-
declension adjective.

M F N
N eig pio gv
G é&vog mbg  £vog
D évi UL £vi
A Eva plav  Ev

The adjective 0d8eig, 0dSepio, 008E, no one, nothing, also declines in this way.

néac, waoa, mav. This adjective and its derivative &mog are the only words of
this type occurring more than thirty times. It is significant in its own right, occur-
ring 1,226 times in the GN'T. It gains significance, however, in that it is analogous to
the paradigm for the first aorist active and passive participles for all three genders. In
other words, if the paradigm for nég, néco, métv (and &pywv, dpyovtog) is memo-
rized, the lessons of ch. 19 will be greatly simplified.

The following observations will help you master the declension:

1. The masculine declines like &pywv, &pyovtog except in the nominative singu-
lar, where -vt- (stem: worvt-) is replaced with -¢.

2. The feminine méco is a first-declension 86&a type.

3. The neuter declines like a neuter third-declension noun ending in -vt, with the
1 dropping from the stem in the nominative and accusative singular.
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Singular Plural
M F N M F N
N/V  wég rhoot  TOWY nhvteg moool  nhvTo
G TAVTOg TACTG  TowTog TAVTOV TOCOV  TEVTOV
D novil  whon  mowvtl néov) mdooig miou(v)
A TOVTOL  TRoOV AV TOVTaG TAcOg  mTAvTo

Note that the feminine is everywhere accented on the penult except the genitive plural,
where the ultima receives the circumflex.

16.5.3 Mixed-Declension Types

moAVg, woAM), oAV, uéyag, peyadn, péya. Carefully study the following para-
digms together with the subsequent comments. Except for the peculiarities noted
in boldface type, these adjectives decline like the second-/first-declension &Aloc,
aAAN, dAAo.

TOAVG, TOAAT), TOAD, much, many

Singular Plural
M F N M F N
N 7woAbdg mOAAH  ®OAD TOAAOL  mOAAOL  TWOAAL
G moArod moOAAfig TOAAOD TOAALDY  TOAAOY TOAAGY
D 7molA® mOAAR  WOAA®D nmoAAOlg moAlaig moAloig
A moADY  TOAAAY TOAD TOAAOVG TOAAGG TOAAQ
REYQG, LEYAAN, néya, great, large
Singular Plural
M F N M F N
N péyag LEYAAN  péyo peydhor  peybhon  peydio
G peydhov peybdng peyddrov peydhov peydhov peydiov
D ueydde peydAn peydio ueydholg peybdong peydholg
A péyav LeyoAny  péyo peyddovg peydhog UeydAo
V  peydAie  ueybin  uéyoa peydAor  peydAon  ueydAo

The masculine and neuter nominative and accusative singular forms are third
declension.
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1. These forms have lost a A from the stem, replaced by masculine/feminine third-

declension endings (g and v) or no ending at all (neuter).

2. Along with this loss, an expected second -0 in ToAbg, TOAD is an -v instead.

16.6 Translation Tips for nég, rdca, TGV

With the article:
Attributive position O oG VOUOG
Gal 5:14 the whole law
Predicate position it ol yeveol
Matt 1:17 all the generations

Without the article: “any or all conceivable kinds of things”

Matt 5:11 O TOVNPOV
every kind of evil

Matt 19:3 nocoy oitiow
any cause

EXERCISES

A. Translate the following sentences into English:

1. ALY KeEknpOKOPEY TO ebayyElov & 00delg @Y dpxOVTMY TOD
aidvog To0Tov Eyvokey, gl yop Eyvooay, odk &y tov kdplov Thg d0ENg
gotabpocov.t

2. Kol fUElg EGpEV HAPTVPEG TAV PNUATOY TOVTOV, KOl TO TVEDUA TO
Gytov.

3. AN eiciv €€ DOV Tveg ol 0D moTEVOVOV.

. 0? 8¢ elnev adroic, Ol Baoidreig tdv £0vav ELaPov T0VTOVE TOG

&vdpag £k tod EBvoug t@v Tovdoiwv.

oL 88 6 ad1og £l Kol T Etn sov 0DK EKAelyovoLv*

. Bdeicav yap dravteg 611 "EAANVY 6 motp avtod drfipxev.

. whivteg yop DUl eig éote v Xprotd Incod.

. 8oo yop gig Xpiotov RanticOnte, Xpiotov évedboache.

. 0K oidate 8TL T cdhpoto DUV LéAN Xplotod EoTtw;

a~

\000\10\p‘|

This is the article used as a demonstrative pronoun. Translate as “this one” or “he,” as in
“But this one .. .”
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11.

12.

13.
14.
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| yép dryénn 10d Xpiotod cuvéxert Audg, 6t yvdokopey todto O lg
Orgp mhvtov &néBovey: Gpo ol Tavteg dnéBovov.

domep* yop 10 O YOPLGT Tvedporog vekpdy EoTy, oDTmG Kol T
TioTIg YWPLc EPYmV VEKPA EGTIV.

ovK 0idorte 6TL T0 AN DULBY VAOGt ToD &v DUiv &ylov TvedLoTog
g¢oTwy, ob Exete &mod 80D, Kol 0VK E01E EQVTOV;

fiyopdcnte yap Tipfg ™ Sokdcete 61F 1OV BeOV €V 16 COUATL DUDVY.

gv éxelvn Th Hiuepo yvodoeshe duelg 6T Eym £v 7@ Totpl pov Kol Duelg
gv gpoi kdyd &v DUv.

B. Translate the following sentences into Greek:

1.
2.

She said to him, “T know that the Anointed One is coming.”
But Jesus said to the woman, “I am that one.”

3. The disciple bought three loaves and prepared them.
4. Your (sg.) brother’s blood is crying out from the ground.
5. 'The words of the teacher were like (as) water on the desert.



