Chapter 15

Nominal System: Third-Declension
Masculine and Feminine Nouns;
Interrogative and Indefinite Pronouns

THE Basics
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15.1 Vocabulary

The Third Declension

Masculine and Feminine Stems and Endings
Formation: Stems Ending with a Consonant
Formation: Stems Ending with a Vowel
Interrogative and Indefinite Pronouns
Neuter Plural Subjects with Singular Verbs

15.1.1 Masculine Nouns: Consonant Stems

oidv, aidvog, 0
&vnp, &dvdpoe, 6
&pyov, dpyovtog, 6
HAPTVG, LAPTVPOG, O
TP, TaTpog, 6
novg, modog, 6
Zipov, Zipovog, 6

eternity, age; eig tov aidva = forever
man, husband (cf. “androgynous”)
ruler (cf. “monarch”)

witness, (cf. “martyr”)

father (cf. “paternal,” “patron”)

foot (cf. “podiatry”)

Simon (occurs only in the singular)

15.1.2 Feminine Nouns: Consonant Stems

YOV, YOVOLKOG, 7y
glnic, éAmidog, 7
uNTNP, pMTpoS,
Vo€, YuKToe, 7
capé, coprdc, fy

woman, wife (cf. “gynecology”)
hope

mother (cf. “maternal,” “matron”)
night (cf. “nocturnal”)

flesh (cf. “sarcophagus”)
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xéipig, x&pitog, i grace, favor, gift
YElp, xeWpoG, N hand [the dative plural stem lacks :
xepoi(v)]

15.1.3 Feminine Nouns: Vowel Stems

dVEOTAOIC, VacTAoENS, I resurrection

Svvapg, Suvapeng, power, might; ability (cf. “dynamic”)
OAlyLe, Ohiyeme, Ty tribulation, affliction

kpioig, kpiceng, i judgment (cf. “critic”)

nioTig, TioTEMS, A faith, trust

TOMC, TOLEWG, T) city (cf. “metropolis”)

cuveidnoig, cvvednoeng, i consciousness, conscience

15.1.4 Masculine Nouns: Vowel Stems

apyLepels, APYIEPENS, 0 high priest

Bacideds, Paciiéng, O king

YPORLUOTEDS, TPOHUOTENG, ) scribe, expert in the law
iepevg, iepémg, O priest (cf. “hierarchy”)

15.1.5 Conjunctions

1€ and (enclitic)
... 1., as...so...;notonly...butalso...
e kod, T ... kal... and,both...and...

15.1.6 Interrogative and Indefinite Pronouns

tic (masc. and fem.), ti (neut.) who? which (one)? what? (ti as an adverb:
why?)
T1¢ (masc. and fem.), Tt (neut.) someone, a certain one, anyone; neut.:

something, anything

15.2 The Third Declension

The third declension is a grab bag of all nouns that do not belong to the first or
second declension. Two characteristics of third-declension nouns, however, set them
apart from the other declensions.

1. The third-declension stem is found not in the nominative singular form but in
the genitive singular form. Therefore, one must learn both the nominative and
the genitive singular forms of a third-declension noun. For example, the stem
of &pyv, ipyoviog, O (ruler) is &pyov- (not &pyx-).
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2. Masculine and feminine nouns are formed with the same basic case endings.!
For this reason, the gender must be learned for each noun. For example, (to?)
natpdg is masculine genitive singular, but (tfig) xewpog is feminine genitive
singular; (tiig) x&prrag is feminine accusative plural, but (tobg) papropog is
masculine accusative plural.

The interrogative and indefinite pronouns are introduced later in this chapter as

a bridge to the third declension neuter in ch. 16. It would benefit you to memorize the
paradigms for these pronouns thoroughly, for they are both very common and pro-
vide the simplest means of learning the third-declension endings for all three genders,

singular and plural.

15.3 Masculine and Feminine Stems and Endings

15.3.1 Stems Ending with Consonants and Vowels

There are two types of third-declension nouns: nouns whose stems end with a
consonant (e.g., #Am13-), and those whose stems end with a vowel (e.g., moke-). This
chapter will deal with the peculiarities of each group in turn.

15.3.2 Masculine/Feminine Case Endings

The most frequently encountered masculine and feminine endings of the third
declension are the following:

M/F M/F
Singular Plyral
N -¢,none -&¢
G -og -0V
D -o1(v)
A -aor—v -0G
V  Like the nominative or

learn by observation

15.4 Formation of Third-Declension Masculine and Feminine Nouns:
Stems Ending with a Consonant

15.4.1 Consonant Contractions

Chapter 4 (p. 28) showed that when o is attached to certain consonant stems, con-
traction occurs, either creating a double consonant or causing the deletion of the stem

'Some of the neuter-case endings differ; they will be presented in the next chapter.
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consonant. This also occurs when third-declension nominative singular and dative
plural case endings (g and ci[v]) are added to noun stems ending in a consonant.

palatals (i, 7, x) + o = £ (capx- + ¢ = capg, cop&i[v])
labials (r, B, ¢) + ¢ = y (rare)
dentals (t, 8, 0) + 6 = 6 (8Amd- + o = éAnig, éamioiv])

liquids and nasals® (A, p, v) + © = observe the individual word

An important item to remember regarding third-declension nouns ending with con-
sonants: The genitive singular ending only looks like the second declension nominative
singular (compare & A6y0g, T0d AOYOV with 6 no0¢, T00 10d0G).
15.4.2 Stems Ending in Palatals

This group of words presents no problems as long as one bears in mind the prin-

ciples of contraction reviewed above. Add the regular endings to the stem.’

| 6GpE, tiig copkog, flesh

Singular Plural
N/V 1 capg ol COPKES
G tfig ocopkog WV  capKOV
D 1t} copki toilg  copEi(v)
A v oclpKa g oaprog

15.4.3 Stems Ending in Dentals

Remembering that the genitive singular reveals the stem, learn the following
paradigm:

7 éAwig, tfig éAnidog, hope

Singular Plural
N 1 ghmig ol gAnideg
G g éAimidog v EAnidwv
D tfi EATidL toig  Elmiouv)
A wpy  E\nida TG EATmidag
A% gami gATideg

2Verbs whose stems end in liquids and nasals will be considered in ch. 17.

3§} yovn, Tig yovoukog forms irregularly. The nominative singular and plura] have shortened
stems (o yovou). With ) vOE, Tfig voktog, the dental consonant T (voke-) drops out before the
nominative singular ¢ and dative plural o1(v); the remaining palatal, k (vvic-), combines with the o
to produce Vb€, voki(v).
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The commonly used noun #) x&pig, TAg x&PLTOG is a notable exception to the pat-
tern. It varies in the accusative singular, where yépw usually occurs (ydprta would
be expected).*

T XAPLs, TG XAPLTOG, grace

Singular Plural
N/V § XapiLg ol yopiteg
G tig yxopitog TV yopitov
D iy yxbpurt Toig xapiou(v)
A v yepw TG XapLTOg

The &pymv, &pyovtog pattern, though not common for nouns, is particularly im-
portant to memorize because this pattern will be found with all masculine and neuter
active and aorist passive participles (see ch. 19).

0 dpy v, T0Y apyovrog, ruler

Singular Plyral
N/V & apymv ol  d&pyovreg
G 10d d&pyovrog TV apyovIeOV
D @ é&pyovt toig d&ipyovoi(v)
A 10v  Gpyovia tobvg GpyovTog

Before the endings ¢ and o1(v), the © drops out and the o in the stem lengthens.
The v remains in the nominative singular, but drops out in the dative plural, leading to
a “compensatory lengthening” of the vowel that follows a regular pattern:

avt + o1 = aot (e.g., TaoL)’
£VT + o1 = €10l (e.g., AvBeicy)

oVt + o1 = 0vot (e.g., &pyovot)

15.4.4 Stems Ending in Liquids and Nasals

The following three paradigms focus on stems ending in the liquid consonant p.
In the first paradigm, the p drops out before ¢ and si(v).

*And, indeed, it occurs twice in the GNT (Acts 24:27 and Jude 4).

*No words presented thus far in this grammar occur with this pattern. néiow is the da-
tive plural of the adjective néqg (see p. 143); AvBeiot is a masculine/neuter dative plural aorist
passive participle (see p. 175).
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0 nAPTVG, TOV LAPTVPOG, Witness

Singular Plural
N/V 6 uapTUG ol LAPTUPEG
G 100 uapTUpOG TRV popTOPOV
D 1@ péaptopt toilg  papTVoUVY)
A 1OV papropa TOVg ROPTLPOG

In the second paradigm, observe two differences. In the nominative and vocative
singular, which have no ending, the 8 in the stem is replaced by 1 or €. In the dative
plural, an o is added to prevent an impossible-to-pronounce form.

6 Gvhp, 100 Avdpog, man

Singular Plural
N 6 &vnp ol &vdpeg
G tod &vdpog OV GvdpdY
D 1o &vdpt tolg  Gvdpaoi(v)
A 10V Gvdpa Tovg Gvopog
A% Gvep &vdpeg

The third paradigm is represented by & martfip, 100 notpog and i) pnTnp, TG
untpodg. Observe how the stem fluctuates between unep- and pntep-. The dative plu-
ral again adds an o for euphony.

| phyenp, thg pnTpog, mother

Singular Plural
N @  pigmmp ol pnTEpeg
G 1fig  unTpoc TV UNTEPOV
D 1 el taig  pmtpaci(v)
A v pntépa TG UNTEPOS
v HiTep pnTEPES

15.5 Formation of Third-Declension Feminine and Masculine Nouns:
Stems Ending with a Vowel

15.5.1 Stems Ending in &/t

The stems of this group of feminine nouns end in &, which changes to t in the
nominative and accusative singular. These nouns can easily be mastered if you ob-
serve the following features:
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+ The genitive singular ending has lengthened from -og to -ac.
» The accusative singular ending is -v, not -a.

» The nominative and accusative plural have the same form: -eic.

A typical paradigm follows:

T mOALG, T TOAEWG, city

Singular Plural
N 7 oG ol mwohelg
G tig moOremg TV  TOAE®V
D 1ff moAeL Toic noOAecL(V)
A ™y mohwv g mOAELg
\% oM TOAELG

15.5.2 Stems Ending in e/ev

A similar group of masculine nouns has a stem ending in &, which lengthens to v
before ¢ and o1(v). Observe the following:

» The genitive singular -og has lengthened to -wg.
+ The accusative singular has the more common « ending (unlike TOAW).

+ The nominative and accusative plural have the same form: -¢ic.

0 Baocirevg, t0Y Bactréwg, king

Singular Plural
N ¢ Baoiietg ol Bocireig
G 100 Boocréng v Paciiiwv
D 1 Poaoctrel 10l Poociredoi(v)
A 1tov Poaocurhéa toVg Baociieic
\% Booired Booiieig

15.6 Interrogative and Indefinite Pronouns

The interrogative pronoun tig, ti (stem tiv-) and the indefinite pronoun tig, Tt
are third declension pronouns that, aside from their accenting, form in identical ways.
Thus the presence or position of the accent is critical for identification. In the table
below, note carefully that the interrogative pronoun has the acute accent on the single-
syllable forms (and this never changes to a grave). The two-syllable forms consistently
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have the accent on the penult; this, too, is invariably an acute. These two points of
accent provide an unchanging identification mark in distinguising the interrogative
from the indefinite pronoun.

In contrast to the interrogative, the indefinite pronoun Tig, T is an enclitic
(pp. 262-63); it almost never has the accent on the single-syllable forms, and two-
syllable forms are accented only on the ultima.¢ The only oddity in formation is the lack
of the nasal-stem consonant -v in the neuter nominative and the accusative singular
forms ti and Tt

The Interrogative Pronoun tig, who? which (one)?; ti what? why?

Singular Plural
M/F  M/F/N N M/F  M/F/N N
N tig Tl tiveg tiva
G tivog Tivov
D Tivt tioi(v)
A tiva Tl tivag Tive

The Indefinite Pronoun t1g, someone, anyone; Tl something, anything

Singular Plural
M/F  M/F/N N M/F  M/F/N N
N 7115 T TWEG TWO
G Tvog Twdv
D Twi Tioi(v)
A 1w T TWVAG T

15.7 Neuter Plural Subjects with Singular Verbs

Neuter plural subjects with third-person singular verbs are commonly found in
the GN'T. When writers have a collective entity rather than individual items in view,
they will use a singular verb. If. however, the emphasis is on individuals or discrete
entities of a group, a plural verb will normally be used. John 10:25 and 27 illustrate the
difference. In 10:25 Jesus says, “té &pya [neut. pl.] that Tam doing in the name of my
Father tordtal testifies [papropel (3d sg); lit., “it testifies,” it being the collection of
works] concerning me.” Then, in 10:27, he says, “My sheep [neut. pL] hear [&xobovow,
3d pl.] my voice.” “These works” bear witness to Jesus as a collective entity, whereas
each “sheep” hears the Shepherd’s voice individually.

6The accent will almost always be a grave; T1g and Tt receive acute accents only when they
end a clause or sentence (which is rare) or are followed by another enclitic.
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EXERCISES

A. Translate the following sentences into English:

1.

O 00 3 O\ U1

10.
1L
12.

13.

14.

15.

Eheyov odv abt, [Tod* oty 6 matnp cov; dmexpibn Insode, Odte gue
oidorte 0bte OV matépo pov el Eut fiderte, kol OV matépar pov &v fderte.

- M yovny yép ToD idiov chdpatog* odk tEovordler* aild 6 &vip, opotag®

8¢ ko 6 dvmyp 10D 1diov cdpatog odk EEovotdler AAAL Ty yovA.

. GAXot Ereyov, Ayyehog abtd Aehahnkev.* dmekpifn kai einev Incode,

Ob 8 2ug 1) doovh adn yéyovey dAAL 8 Dudg. vV kpicic £otiv T0D
KOGHOV T0VTOV, VOV O &pYwv 10D KOGKoL TohTov EKPANBNHcETON EEM.

. 0 8¢ kol Zipov adtog Enictevey dte EBreye dvvauelg sov.

. &l ko Byvaxoapey kot ohpko Xpiotov, GALG vV 0DKET Y GKOEY.

- xapitt 8t Beod el 8 e, kod 7 x&pig adTod ) eig ut od kevi* Eyevion.
. AL MuyecBe Sbvapuy kot fcec0é pov wdptopeg.

. kol EpyoL 1V yepdv cob eicw ol odpovol.

. Metd 8¢ Exetvag tag hiuépag 6 PAME* kot fixovoey adtod mept THg eig

Xprotov Incodv ticteng.

OpyN* yap &vdpog dikoosvimy Beod odk Epydileto.

0186 cov T Epyo Ko THY &ydmny Ko Ty mioTw.

Ko vOv, ddeddot, oida 1t kard Eyvorov* énpatorte, Homep* kal ot
apyovTes LUGV.

ylacton* yap 6 &vip 6 dmiotog* &v tfi yovouki, kol fiylacton f yov
M &mioTog £V 1) Adedd® Emel* dpart® tdx tékva DY dxdBaptdt ot
oV 8¢ Gyl EoTv.

Ovx eipl ErevBepog;* odk eipi dndoTOLOG; 0VYI* InCODY 1OV KhHpLOV
MUY Edpako;*® 0d 10 Epyov pov dueig ote &v Kupiom;

ob Agyet 6 0BG TH xeIpl Xpeiow* cov 0Dk Exo, 7* TéAw 7 kedadn
101G mociv Xpeiow Dudv 0dk Exw.

B. Translate the following sentences into Greek:

1.
2.

Grace to you (pl.) and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
For those days will see a tribulation which the world has not seen (aor.).

3. You (pl.) are pursuing faith, hope, and love—these three [tpia] things.

4.
5.

Jesus replied to the scribes and (the) elders and said,

“You are speaking the words of men of flesh, not of God.”

Rules of accentuation pertinent to this chapter are found in appendix 1.

"Where an asterisk (*) is found in this and subsequent exercises, the vocabulary item has
not been introduced (and often will not be listed) in the grammar. The word or idiom can be
identified by consulting a standard Greek lexicon. This will help you develop proficiency with
such reference works.

*Note that this word has a particular meaning when it is used with énef.

*See OpGw.



