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The Life of Eli

Eli is a character in the Bible book of 1 Samuel, who served as a high priest and judge in
Israel. In the Bible, Eli is portrayed as a man of faith and a person who was Devoted to God.

Throughout chapters 1-3 in 1 Samuel Eli is depicted as both good and bad.

Eli does some good things such as being devoted to God which means being very loyal.
As well as he is devoted to God Eli serves God as a judge and a priest in Israel. He raises

Samuel, who becomes a prophet and judge in Israel. (1 Samuel 3:20 And all Israel from Dan to

Beersheba knew that Samuel had been established as a prophet of the Lord.) He is respected by

the people of Israel and serves as a spiritual leader.

While he serves God and is respected by the people, Eli fails to let his sons take the
blame for their actions. (1 Samuel 2:12 Now the sons of Eli were corrupt; they did not know the
Lord.) Eli faces criticism for his sons that he hears from the people. Hophni and Phinehas were
evil and wicked. They brought dishonor to the priesthood, and Eli failed to discipline them or
take any action against their wrongdoing, with this Eli avoided conflict and effort. This drove

him to indulge his kids instead of exercising his right as a father to discipline and limit them
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while they were younger. His sons, who should have taught those working in the sanctuary what
was right, pushed them to do evil instead of teaching them. He looked at the injustices in the
service of the sanctuary until they formed customs and led to abominations. Even in making

sacrifices to apologize for evil deeds, they were breaking the law.

I would think that the following are important considerations to keep in mind while
applying Eli's life lessons to a Christian walk today: Serving God and being devoted to Him is
essential, but it's also fundamental to hold both oneself and others accountable for their deeds.
Even people who serve God can sin in some ways, therefore we must try to have a balanced life.
It is also crucial to raise kids in a way that praises God and persuades them to live a good life.
Even though Eli had his flaws, he also had admirable traits and represented Israel's faith
community. We can take ideas from his example and work to live a balanced life and continue to

maintain it.



