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Jethro’s Advice to Moses

The events that take place in Exodus 18 begin with Jethro, the father-in law of Moses coming to 

visit Moses in the wilderness and return to him his wife and two sons. When Jethro comes to visit Moses, 

he hears of everything the Lord had done in Egypt to free the people of Israel and rejoices with a burnt 

offering to the Lord. As Jethro is with Moses, he observes Moses hearing the disputes of the people of 

Israel and settling them with God’s rule. Jethro advises Moses and Moses implements his farther-in-laws 

advice among the people. In Jethro’s actions within this chapter, his character is revealed.

The first place where we can see the character of Jethro is with his interactions with Moses and 

his family. Jethro had taken his daughter and two grandsons in. Here he is seen to be a loving father as he 

continues to bring them back home to Moses. Upon meeting each-other, Moses and Jethro exchanged 

greetings and Moses went on to tell Jethro of all that God had done for the people of Israel in freeing 

them from the hand of pharaoh. The word says that, “Jethro was delighted,” (Exod 18:9) so much so that 

he went on to say, “I know now that the Lord is greater than all other gods, because he rescued his people 

from the oppression of the proud Egyptians.” (Exod 18:11). Jethro praises God and goes on to present a 

burnt offering with the elders of Israel. Here we can begin to see the character of Jethro. He is clearly a 

man that holds great reverence for God and offers God his praises.

Jethro gives Moses advice after he observes him settling disputes among the people. He tells him 

that this is unwise as he will wear himself and the people out. He advises Mosses to no longer do this job 

alone and to choose honest, God fearing men and appoint them to handle the disputes of the people. He 

tells him to have them bring the bigger disputes to Moses to be settled but that the smaller ones they 

should handle so Moses does not have too heavy of a load. Here we can see that Jethro is also wise in 

character. 
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Moses was trying to be a leader and, “inform the people of God’s decrees and give them his 

instructions.” (Exod 18:16). Moses’s intentions were good but he was trying to be one sole leader over a 

great number of people and carried all the responsibility. Jethro tells him to continue bringing the 

people’s disputes to God and teaching them his decrees but to divide up the work. Moses was putting 

himself in a situation where he could quickly experience burn out and grow too overwhelmed and tired to 

continue to be the leader that the people needed.

This small chapter within exodus was actually packed with wisdom. One aspect or lesson I could 

apply to my life is about leadership. Moses is taking on too much that inevitably may become an obstacle 

in what he is called to do. This shows me that in leadership you have to trust or appoint other people to 

help you. It is unwise to do everything alone. Sometimes help allows you to be the leader you are meant 

to be.. Even outside of leadership the lesson that it is wise to be helped and that we do not have to and 

should not do everything alone carries over into every part of life. Another lesson is being open to 

feedback and correction, especially from leaders. Moses took Jethro’s advice and implemented it. 

Feedback, correction and redirection can be the very thing that strengthens your position as we see within 

the events of Exodus 18. 

Moses’s father-in-law Jethro comes to visit Moses in the wilderness after God had freed the 

people of Israel from Egypt. Jethro brings with him Moses’s wife 

Baez 2



The next day, Moses goes on to hear the disputes of all the people of Israel, Jethro sees this and 

tells him that he cannot continue to do this as he will wear himself out. He advises Moses to 
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