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Two of Henry’s captain was blown off course by a storm, and they rediscovered the Madeira 

Islands in 1420. The Carthaginians are the first ones to discover the islands and had 

initially created a port at Lagos. Henry settles colonists there and it later becomes a center

of Sugarcane Cultivation. In 1427 another one of Henry’s captains discovered the Azores 

in the middle of the Atlantic. However cultural preference played a big part as nutrition in

the spread of crops. For example, the native people of the islands began to get extinct, 

and when the slave population was imported to grow sugarcane along with other crops.

 The settlement of Henry on the Azores and Madeira Island, and the development of sugarcane–

growing economics pointed to a new source of demand. However, it wasn’t until the 

island of the Caribbean fell into European hands, their appropriateness for growing 

sugarcane become clear. But equally, clear was that the indigenous population was 

vanishing rapidly from disease and harsh abuse and for cultural reasons did not work well

in a new form of agriculture.

Sugar plantations were unappealing to work and indentured servitude provided only a minor 

number for a partial term, which exposed the door for slavery. This resulted in the trade 

of African people who were shipped to the Caribbean to labor on the sugarcane 

plantation. 
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