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In the world of automata and sophisticated machinery, Charles Babbage (1791-1871) is
known to be the father of computing. He was ahead of his time. Babbage was always fascinated
with clocks and how they worked when he was younger. He was highly intelligent for his age
and wanted to develop a calculating engine. According to Schulz, he formulated basic principles
that drive modern computers today. Babbage developed a calculator that imitated human mental
actions, such as mathematics and memory, and one that could also play chess, checkers, and
other games. Babbage’s calculator gave way to the development of today’s computers.
According to Schulz, Babbage’s machine represented a breakthrough in the attempt to stimulate
human thought, better known as Artificial Intelligence technology.

Ada Lovelace (1815-1852) was a loyal follower of Charles Babbage. She was a math
prodigy and Babbage referred to her as his “Enchantress of Numbers.” She referred to herself as
the “Bride of Science.” Her enthusiasm for learning was unmatched amongst others and she was
often punished for being “wild.” However, she recognized the brilliance of Babbage’s machine
and published a thorough explanation of how his machine worked and the potential implications.
According to Schulz, she recognized that his machine had its limits of creating anything new and
only functioned to do what it was programmed to do.

*** Dear Dr. Flavin: Pictured below was an excerpt from one of the letters Ada Lovelace wrote
to Charles Babbage in 1843. I found this on the internet, and I thought it was amusing to read.
She asks (or rather begs) Babbage to not correct or change her math. I enjoyed this dynamic
between them and I hope you do too. - Phoebe ***
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23. To Charles Babbage

day Afternoon [1 August 1843]
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