Tommy Park

Rynkiewich’s Ch. 2

Thesis statement

Culture is not definitive, nor is there a fixed solution, but is based on perspective,

understanding, and openness, which can lead, with a better understanding, of the gospel

reaching more culture.

Summary (1 Paragraph)

Culture has been prevalent since the beginning of man and is something that even Jesus had

to experience. But culture is not something that is the same for everyone. There is a

different perspective and understanding that each individual has towards a certain culture.

If there is a desire to really bring the gospel, to allow it to reach to other cultures, the author

mentions the idea of breaking out of this mentality that one’s culture is different, special,

and can only be understood in a specific manner. As important as understanding one’s

culture is, it is also important to know the context of such culture.

Personal Interaction

In one of my classes this semester already, | was placed into a group of two older women

who were in completely different life stages and races from each other, and from me. In this

group, we were to talk about our lives, our life stages at the moment, and talk about

different topics. At first, when | saw my group, | was taken aback because of my specific

Asian background and upbringing, | did not know on what scale that we were going to be

able to relate to one another, and how they would understand me. But upon sharing and

becoming more vulnerable with one another, | soon realized that our cultures shared many

similarities, that our histories, and even our personalities were very similar.

Questions

1. What role does a language barrier play in being able to contextualize culture? Both on
the translation aspect as well as the understanding aspect.

2. How can one go about understanding and representing an aspect of one’s culture,

where in another culture, it is considered rude or unheard of?



