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Article Review 

What is one concept that stood out to you in this article?  

I have read the article “Current issues in global missions: Engaging a changing world 

with an unchanging mission” by Jay Jarboe. As we are realizing, many churches have lost their 

sense of direction in mission and are realizing that they are complacent in inefficient but 

comfortable ways of doing mission. This article identifies several important trends affecting 

world missions and points out what is important to explore. And to engage a changing world as 

participants in an unchanging mission. 

What implications does this concept have for Missions? 

 

Jay Jarboe explains 7 important terms in his article to understand global trends in 

missions. Mercy, Mutuality, Migration, Monoculture, Machines, Mediation, Memory The 

importance of understanding these is emphasized. Among these, modern migration is constantly 

in the news and everyone knows that it will continue to increase as people flock to different 

regions and cities around the world. While immigrants flee war, persecution, hunger or poverty, 

or find jobs, schooling or other ways of life, we will always face opportunities and challenges 

posed by immigration. In addition, the cultures of all countries are becoming more and more 

similar through technological and economic drive. Therefore, it is necessary to consider how this 

will affect missions. 

What is the issue with these changes? He is asking us three questions. How do we define 

our mission? What good news do we share? How do we accomplish our mission in the context of 

a changing world? 
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According to him, the Holistic mission is giving way to a deeper understanding of what is 

called integral missions. Next, good news must be lived, and it must be shared! A clear and 

common understanding of the good news units a congregation around a ground-breaking 

historical event that changes everything. 

Fulfilling our mission in the context of a changing world requires a return to God's Word 

and a reexamination of God's mission, the gospel, and the role of the church. 

According to Jay, once a church has a clear understanding of its mission, it can set 

measurable goals. You can then pre-determine the strategies and practices you need to 

implement and choose the partners you need to work with. If we lay a solid foundation for our 

mission rooted in the nature and identity of God and in his mission, we are prepared to better 

discern God's call to our churches. Then we can follow Him more faithfully by uniting with Him 

in His steps of faith and obedience. 

What needs to change in your life as a result?  

As Jay Jarboe said at the conclusion of his article, our role now is that of servants of what 

God is already doing. In other words, exercise less control and show more trust. It means we 

have to listen more and talk less. Finally, it means that we must go back and develop a 

missionary foundation that will support our work both in our local context and in global 

partnerships. 
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