
DRUG CARD TEMPLATE:

SAMPLE DRUG CARD:

                          Captopril( Capoten)

Classification: Indication:

ACE inhibitor used for the treatment of hypertension and some types of 
congestive heart failure

Side effects/ adverse reactions: Nursing Considerations:

 dizziness or lightheadedness.
 salty or metallic taste, or decreased 

ability to taste.
 cough.
 fast heartbeat.
 excessive tiredness.

 Monitor blood pressure and pulse 
frequently.

 Monitor weight and assess patients 
frequently for signs of fluid overload if
with concurrent diuretic therapy.

 assessments of urine protein may be 
ordered. Proteinuria and nephrotic 
syndrome may occur with therapy.

 Monitor BUN, Crea and electrolyte 
levels periodically.

 WBC should be monitored prior to 
therapy and periodically thereafter.

 May cause false positive result for 
urine acetone

                                           Losartan(Cozaar)

Classification: Indication:

ARBs  To treat high blood pressure 

Side effects/ adverse reactions: Nursing Considerations:

 Blurred vision.
 difficult breathing.
 dizziness, faintness, or 

lightheadedness when getting up 
suddenly from a lying or sitting 
position.

 fast or irregular heartbeat.
 nausea or vomiting.
 numbness or tingling in the hands, 

feet, or lips.
 stomach pain.
 weakness or heaviness of the legs.

 Monitor symptoms of high plasma 
potassium levels (hyperkalemia), 
including bradycardia, fatigue, 
weakness, numbness, and tingling.

 Notify physician because severe cases
can lead to life-threatening 
arrhythmias and paralysis. Monitor 
signs of hypoglycemia, especially 
during and after exercise.

 may cause hypotension, tachycardia, 
angioedema, 

 may increase digoxin levels 
 assess blood pressure and heart rate

Diltiazem (Cardizem)

Classification: Indication:
calcium channel blockers.

Diltiazem is a medicine used to treat high blood pressure. 

Side effects/ adverse reactions: Nursing Considerations:

 swollen hands, ankles, or feet.
 headaches.
 feeling dizzy and lightheaded.
 feeling tired, weak, and generally 

unwell.
 feeling hot (flushing) and redness of 

the skin.
 itching or burning on the skin where 

you use the cream or ointment.
 stomach pain, indigestion, and 

constipation.

 May cause arrhythmias, CHF, 
bradycardia, peripheral edema, 
gingival
hyperplasia

  Increases digoxin levels
  Don’t drink grapefruit juice
  Assess for signs of CHF
 Monitor EKG continuously
 Tell patient to change positions slowly
 Monitor serum potassium
 Instruct patient on how to take blood 

pressure

Nitroprusside (Nitropress)

Classification: Indication:
Vasodilators. used to treat the symptoms of Acute Heart Failure, 

Hypertensive Crisis, and Controlled Hypotension during 
Surgery.

Side effects/ adverse reactions: Nursing Considerations:
 Chest pain or discomfort.
 fast, pounding, or irregular 

heartbeat or pulse.
 lightheadedness, dizziness, or 

fainting.
 slow heartbeat.
 trouble breathing.

 monitor HR, BP, and EKG 
continuously during therapy
• may cause cyanide toxicity
• sympathomimetics may 
decrease effectiveness
• PAOP monitoring may help 
with MI and CHF patients


