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After reviewing “Milestones in the Development of Social Work” I learned about the significant

events that occurred in NASW history which has been pretty insightful to read about during a 67

year period. One great accomplishment was that in 1898 Jane Addams and Ellen Gates Star

opened “Hull House” located in Chicago. This was to provide social services which were very

convenient to the large population of immigrants who migrated to the area during this time.

Services provided useful educational/arts programs as a school normally would and more by

providing food, employment opportunities, a library etc. Jane Addams became known as “The

Mother of Social Work” as she demonstrated value, ethics, became the basis of the social work

profession, and even earned the Nobel peace prize during 1931 for her remarkable

accomplishments within the social work industry. Another interesting event that occurred in

1898 was

the “Modern Social Work Era” began as the first social work courses were offered at Columbia

University right here in New York. The first formal class was in “social philanthropy” which was

offered by the Charity organization Society as this organization focused on urban poverty. These

courses were considered the beginning of the social work profession in the U.S. By the late

1950s the Civil Rights Movement began to expand and the American Association of Social

Workers also had announced they wanted equal rights for African Americans since 1944. In 1959

NASW released a statement which encouraged the association's support for Civil rights. They

partnered with other organizations in support to push for equal rights as some even participated

in protests, taking action and sponsoring workshops on how to improve social work practice with

people of color as well as surveyed  discriminatory practices within social welfare agencies. This

leads to the historical Civil Rights Act where John F. Kennedy broadcasted a speech on June 11

protecting civil rights for African Americans. NASW sent a supportive telegram to the White

House and confessional leaders as they supported the call for legislation upholding Civil rights.



In 1964 NASW held an Emergency Human Rights Assembly in Washington D.C to urge passage

of the Civil Rights Act and human rights reform within social services. Whitney Young was a

social worker who also pushed for passage of the bill and even went on to become president of

NASW in 1969. During 1975 NASW National Committee on Women's issues was formed in

order to promote methods that ensured women issues and concerns were also addressed in the

NASW policies/programs. This opened doors for recommendations on how the association can

assist in national and international conflicts which affect the health, welfare, and economic life of

women while advocating for them. Another historical event that occurred more during my era

was the September 11, 2001 Terrorist Attack. After this horrific occurrence, NASW actually

provided grief counseling and crisis intervention at companies, hospitals, community mental

health centers, schools, and more. Their foundation even provided a Social Work Disaster

Assistance fund which was able to aid social workers and people affected by this attack and

natural disasters. Another way NASW has been involved within the more recent years is when

they demanded Trump to refine his policy in 2018 when the Trump administration policy

allowed separation of thousands of migrant children from their parents. They protested the policy

and provided social workers with resources that would help the migrant children and their

families. They even pressed the White House and Congress to adopt a comprehensive

immigration policy. This interactive timeline of events featuring the most important events in

NASW history has been fulfilling and eye opening to learn about. All of these events have

worked and progressed together making the social work field highly successful as well as in

demand in countless environments today. I look forward to more inspiring lessons on the aspects

of the social work field to further encourage my journey in this profession.


