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BINYANIM/STEM Qal Niphal PIEL Pual Hiphil Hophal Hithpael

CONJUGATION

Perfect Dictionary

Imperfect

Imperative

Cohortative

Jussive

Infinitive 

Construct

Infinitive 

Absolute

Participle



The Niphal Verb

1cs  ַ ַ  לְת ְַ   

2ms  ַ ַ לְתְַָ   

2fs  ַ ַ לְתְְַ   

3ms  ַ ַ לְ   

3fs לָ ְ ְ ַ ַ 

1cp  ַ ַ לְ וְּ   

2mp  ַ ַ םלְת ְַ   

2fp  ַ ַ  לְת ְַ   

3mp לוְּ ְ ַ ַ 

3fp לוְּ ְ ַ ַ 

•Suffixes same as qal
•Nun prefix
•Primarily functions as qal’s passive 



Niphal Compared with the Qal

רדָ   ַ• סֵ ָ    כ  ֵ תַ  

•ַ  ֵ כ  ר   ְ ב    

ל  ַ• י  תָָ רַ  ַלָק      ַָ עֵץֵ תַ  

תָָ רַ• לְק        ַָ עֵץ  



Niphal Perfects in Action

  ָ רַ      ְ לֹ ַ   Exod 8:27 [Heb]

ֲ  תַָֹ עְת  ַל  ְ ב  ר־      ֲַ  ָ ָ ֲ ָ  Deut 31:20

פַּ  ְ לְטָ ַ   פּוֹרַ   ְ ֵ  וַּכְ      Psalm 124:7

ְ בְרוּ ־כַ  ְ ֵ  ־ְ  ָ     ל  2Chr 14:12



The Piel Perfect Verb
1cs רְַ ב  ת    
2ms רְַ ב  תַָ  
2fs רְַ ב  תְַ  

3ms בֵר   
3fs בְרַָ    
1cp רְַ ב   וּ  
2mp רְַ ב  ם   ת 
2fp רְַ ב  ת    

3mp בְרוּ   
3fp בְרוּ   

• No prefixes like the niphal

• Main identifying feature -- strong dagesh in R2

• I-E vowels for 3ms without suffix

• I-A for consonantal suffixes

• Second vowel reduces to vocal shewa – vocalic suffix

• Endings same as the others

• The piel represents the “intensive” stem – multiple 

objects(?)



Piel Compared with Qal

• Intensified smashing

• Intensified burial

רדָ   ַ• סֵ ָ    כ  ֵ תַ  

בֵרדָ   ַ• סֵ    כ  ֵ תַ  

רֹ    ַ• ֵ תַָ     קָ  

בֵרֹ    ַ• ַק  ְ ר  םֲַַ ָ     םע 



Pual (Passive of Piel)

• No prefixes like the niphal

• Same endings as the others

• The main features 
• Strong dagesh in R2, like piel
• Short [u] under R1

1cs רְת ַ ב  ֹֹֻׁ  
2ms רְתַָ ב  ֹֻׁ 
2fs רְתְַ ב  ֹֻׁ 

3ms ר ב  ֹֻׁ 
3fs בְרָ  ֹֻׁ 
1cp רְ וּ ב  ֹֻׁ 
2mp רְת ַ ב  ם ֹֻׁ
2fp רְת ַ ב  ֹֻׁ  

3mp בְרוּ ֹֻׁ 
3fp בְרוּ ֹֻׁ 



Pual compared with Piel

בֵרדָ   ַ סֵ    כ  ֵ תַ  

סֵ  כ  ר   ב  ֹֻׁ 

בְרוֹּ    ְַ ָ רָ ַ ֵ םֵ תֲַ    ק 

רָ ָ  ַ ב  םקֹֻׁ בְֵ  תַל   



The Hiphil Perfect Verb (Causative)

• Causative stem – the subject causes another thing to act

• Primarily identified by the heh prefix 

• The consonant suffix has [a] vowel under R2

• Vocalic suffixes reveal yod between R2-R3 (theme vowel)

• Again, note the suffixes are all the same

• Causative not always apparent

1cs ְ ת ַ  ַ  ְ ל 
2ms ְ תַָ  ַ ְ ל 
2fs ְ תְַ  ַ ְ ל 

3ms ְ ל  ךְ  ַ
3fs   ַַָ ְ לַ   ַ
1cp ַ    ְ וְּ ל 
2mp ְ ת ַ  ַ םְ ל 
2fp ְ ת ַ  ַ  ְ ל 

3mp וּ ַַָ ְ לַ   ַ
3fp וּ ַַָ ְ לַ   ַ



Hiphil Verb Examples

• In the first line, David reigns and 
so the verb is qal

• Line two sees David causing 
Solomon to reign (enthrone) 
over Israel

• Here, the queen causes the 
silver to be dedicated 
(sanctifies/makes holy) to the 
Lord

• An offering is sacrificed

ךְדָ   ַ ְ רֵָ לָ ל  לַ   ע 

ְ ל  ךְדָ   ַ ךְַעַ    ל  ְ רֵָ לֵַַ תְַ לֹֹ  ַ   לַ  

מָלְָ  ַ קְד  ָ     כ   ַ   ף ַל   ָ  ֵ תַ  

קְר    ת־כ   ַ   עֲר  ת־קָרְבָ וַֹק  תַ   ף ַ    



Hophal (Hiphil Passive)
• Passive of the hiphil causative stem

• Primarily identified by heh and short [o] prefix

• [o] ->  qamats in a closed + unaccented syllable  

• Suffixes are all the same!

• Alternative form ְך ְ ל  ֹֻׁ 
• Qamats is replaced with qibbutz. 

• No change in meaning, only morphology. 

• Need verb “to be” to create a passive

1cs ת  ְ ל  ְַָ ַ
2ms תְַָ ל  ְַָ ַ
2fs תְְַ ל  ְַָ ַ

3ms ךְָ ַ ְ ל 
3fs  ְ לְ ַָָ ַ
1cp  וְּ ל  ְַָ ַ
2mp םְ ל  ְַָ ַ ת 
2fp ת  ְ ל  ְַָ ַ

3mp ְ לְ וָּ ַ
3fp ְ לְ וָּ ַ



Hiphil-Hophal Comparison

• The active form appears in the 
first line (hiphil)

• A corresponding passive phrase 
in line two uses the hophal

• Using the 2mp form, this line 
employs the passive form only

• Isa 14:19

ְ ל  ךְַדָ   • לַ    ְ רֵָ לֵַ תְַ לֹֹ  ַכְ   לַ   ךְַע 

ךְְ לֹֹ  ַ• ְ ַָ ְ ל  לַ   ךְַע  ל  רֵָ לכְ  

םַ• ת  ם   ְ ת  קְד  ל     ַַ ֹֻׁ

תָ ַ• ְ תְַָ    ְ רְךָָ ְ ל  ק  ר   כְֵ   



Hithpael
• Range of functions: reflexive, iterative (simple, reciprocal)

• Identification
• תְַ   prefix (easy to identify)

• Dagesh in R2

• Same suffixes

• When R1 is a sibilant (“s” sounds,  / / / ) ) metathesis occurs

• תֵר תְ   תֵר< [      ְ ת    ]

• מֵר] תְ   מֵר<   [     ְ ת    

• דֵק] תְ   דֵק]<  [      ְ ת  דֵק< [    ְ ט    (taw changes to tet too)

• Assimilation may also occur with R1 dentals ( ת/ט/ז/  )

• מֵ ] תְט  מֵ < [    ט    

1cs תְַ ל  ְַ   ת    

2ms תְַ ל  ְַ   תַָ  

2fs תְַ ל  ְַ   תְַ  

3ms תְַ לֵךְ     

3fs תְַ לְ ַָ      

1cp תְַ ל  ְַ    וּ  

2mp תְַ ל  ְַ   ם   ת 

2fp תְַ ל  ְַ   ת    

3mp תְַ לְ וּ     

3fp תְַ לְ וּ     



Hithpael Examples

• Iterative – the action repeats itself

• Reflexive – the object of the verb is also 
the subject (you do the verb to yourself)

• Force not always obvious
ךְ ל  תְ     ַ ת־ָ ֱ לֹ   ם־ֹ ח    

דְ וּ כֲֹ    םַ תְק  לֹ ־  

לְתַָ ל  ְ ֵ ַ תְפּ  ל־   ּׁווֵּ ל  ַ   ךְַ   ל  רר   ַ  



Parsing Table Review



Parsing Tables

ROOT CONJUGATION BINYAN/STEM
PERSON

(1/2/3)

GENDER

(M/F/C)

NUMBER

(S/P)
TRANSLATION

בְרוּ ד 

תְפַּ  לְ    וּל 


