Introduction to Hebrew
Verbs



The Hebrew Verb

* Aspect not tense

* Three root letters (tri-literal root)

* Prefixed
e Suffixed
* |Infixed
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555
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CONJUGATION

Perfect Dictionary

Imperative
Cohortative

Infinitive
Construct
Infinitive
Absolute
Participle




Niphal
Piel
Pual
Hiphil
Hophal
Hithpael

Active | wrote the book
Passive/reciprocal/(active)  The book was written

Intensive/Active He smashed the chalir
Intensive/Passive The chair was smashed
Causative | made the child King
Causative/passive The child was made King

Reflexive/iterative/reciprocal | shaved (myself)



Hitpael

Qal  Piel Hiphil Hophal Pual Niphal




The Perfect Verb



You
You
He
She
We
You
You
They

They

2ms
2fs
3ms
3fs
1cp
2mp
2fp
3mp

3fp

Predominantly suffixed

Mainly translated as the past
Signifies instant action
Suffixes same for all binyanim
Non-suffixed = dictionary form
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’NWDKTD * No suffix (=dictionary form)
Djp@  Consonantal suffixes

: * No vowel changes
DWT_DITU Vocalic suffixes cause a vowel shift
Y e Shift in second vowel
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Examples of gal perfect usage

NIRD DR NYh TnY

ANRD DR 172Y 070

D58 NIIR DR 1170Y

TR DR PIRT 270 10Y
NIRD DR Y KD W0 DWIRG
TON DR DRINY &Y DOR



The Meaning of the Perfect

How is it best to translate it regarding tense



Simple past tense

Moses broke the staff

Past perfect

He had broken the staff and lied about it

Present tense

Ahitophel knows the king's secrets

Future tense

The people of the city will betray me




Simple past tense (Gen 1:1) D’DLUU NX D’TISN N—‘T; nvwx-‘n
Past perfect (Gen 21:1) jp;s WWI_‘(D ﬂ?‘?'ﬂ% -rl?l-:) nln,l
Present tense (1Sam 8:5) ‘DJPI T\DS 13

Future tense (Exod 31:16) nm_y.’a-m;z z?NﬁTW"’Jj I‘WJITU'i
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Summary

* Translate perfect as past tense in exercises
* Basic form may be called Pa’al, or Qal

e Stems also called binyanim

* MUST Learn endings

* Remember 3 classes of change
* Normal
* Vocalic
* Heavy



The End

Now go on to the gal perfect verbs



